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faced with one of these situations. The Attorney General would
call them up, or write to them, complaining of a specific
practice and giving them notice that they were in violation of
the Unfair Trade Practices Act. If there was no response, the
Attorney General then goes to the court and asks for a temporary
restraining order to stop these practices. W hen tha t h app e n s ,
the judge says, have you given notice to the offending party,
and the Attorney General must answer, yes, we h a ve . At t h at
point the court can order the temporary restraining order. In
the event the temporary restraining order is effectuated, or
actually at any time once the complaint has gone forward,the
merchant can come forward and say, wait a second, let's n ot g o
to court, I will agree to stop doing what you complain of, you
don't go forward with your act i on , we ' l l st op t he b eh a v i o r ,we' ll voluntarily agree to stop doing this deceptive practice.
If they come forward and the Attorney General is given those
a ssurances , t he y wr i t e up a v o l u n t a r y a s s u r ance . T he law n o w
says, if the voluntary assurance is given and accepted b y t h e
Attorney General, the Attorney General may not then go in on any
past practice from that merchant and claim damages or go forward
with a ca se . In oth er words, they don't go to court. I t ' s
settled, no court action. But, if the merchant refuses to make
that voluntary agreement, they then go to court and there is a
trial on whether not there ha s b een a commercially unfair
deceptive trade practice, the kinds of acts, by the way, that
Senator Nelson wants applied to campgrounds. I f t h e c o mp l a i n i n g
merchant has not been willing to give a v o l u n t a r y assu r a n ce ,
resists it i n court, the court can then exact certain kinds of
p enal t i e s . To ou r existing p enalties t hi s add s t h e
administrative penalty of $2,000 per violation. I s t h e r e a
problem in the State of Nebraska with unfair deceptive t rade
practices? Yes, as a matter of fact Senator Chizek will recall
the public hearing in which the Attorney General came forward
and identified a $900,000 scam in which people were advertising
for a cream that was to enlarge the male member's size. Okay' ?
T his w as a c re a m , which when applied, had near magical results
in enlarging a portion of the male anatomy. Nine h und r e d
thousand dollars (laughter) of willing purchasers in the nation
sent t o a sm a l l m a il i ng box , i n L i nco l n , the amount of money
n ecessary t o pur ch a s e this magical cream. The c r e am was
supposedly authorized by an institute which does not exist. It
was attested to by a nurse who said, I worked for this company
not because of the money but because of what it d id for my
husband, and is justified by the claim of a doctor who doesn' t
exist. The only thing that exists in this state i s a 3 b y 5
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