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exenption that existed for state employees or entities that
contracted with the state. So there was not an effort at that
time to get people to becone grandfathered jn in the nursi ng
home i ndustry in the sane fashion that it was taken care of In

ot her phases of social work. So this doesn't allow peoﬁ with
a different type of experience to be grandfathered in an those

that were grandfathered in under the original bill. \wth that
I would nove for the adoption of this anendnent. '

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thankyou, sir. Di scussion on the Coordsen
amendnent . Senators Wesely and Schel | peper.

SENATOR WESELY:  Thank you, Nr. Speakerand members, we did try
to work with Senator Coordsen and th other parties concerned

about this matter and the¥ are very pl eased that we reached a
y

compromise. It essential comes down to this t he
OBRA...when we...before we get to the OBRA | want to tapﬁl about
when we passed the social worker legislation it was clearly

stated on the floor and in the record that we were not intending
to have anybody forced to hire social workers. powever, though

we did keep our pronmise in terps  of the state, the federal
governnent did pass through OBRA a mandate that somal wor ker s
be certified and so, in fact, we did end up forcing people to
hire social workers. Now, as a result of that, the nursing hone
industry which had not felt that theywere required to hire
social workers hadn't had their individuals go through the
grandfather or grandmother ¢|ause that we had provided for in

the social work | egislation and thus hadn't had their
i ndividual s who had been involved in this granted sone sort of
recognition or social work |egislation. So,as a result, when

the OBRA came in and the other conmplicating factors came
together, the nursing homes really did face a problem and
Senator Coor dsen brought it to thé sttention of the Health and
Human Services Committee. So we did sit down and recognize that
1080 does deal with the OBRAlegi slation, does deal wi th trying
to conform to it. But how do we get at the problem ggcial
wor kers have with not wanting to open up and l etting anybody
into social work after they've worked so hard to get their
legislation through and at the same tinme recognize the nursing
homes' problem? And so the conpromise we reached was in those
cases of individuals involved in nursing homes tha

there doing their job and probably should have been unger the
gr andf at her, grandnot her cl ause, whatever you Want to call it
and didn't get done in ti me, didn't get . ' m doi ng t hat for
Senator Smith so she knows |'m open-mi nded about these things,
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