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exemption that existed for state employees or entities that
contracted with the state. So there was not an effort at that
time to get people to become grandfathered i n i n t h e nu r si ng
home industry in the same fashion that it was taken care of in
other phases of social work. So this doesn't allow people with
a different type of experience to be grandfathered in than those
that were grandfathered in under the original bill. With that,
I would move for the adoption of this amendment.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h an k y o u , s ir . Di sc us s i o n o n t he C o o r d s en
amendment. Senators Wesely and Schellpeper.

SENATOR WESELY: Thank you , N r . Sp e a ke r a n d members , we did t r y
to work with Senator Coordsen and the o ther p a r t i e s c on c e r n e d
about this matter and they are very pleased that we reached a
compromise . I t e ssen t i al l y comes down to th is t ha t t h e
OBRA...when we...before we get to the OBRA I want to talk about
w hen we passed th e s o c i a l worker legislation it was c l ea r l y
stated on the floor and in the record that we were not intending
to have anybody forced to hire social workers. H owever, t h o u g h
we did keep our promise in terms of the sta te, the f ed e r a l
government did pass through OBRA a mandate that social workers
be certified and so, in fact, we did end up forcing people to
h ire s o c i a l w o r k e r s . Now, as a result of that, the nursing home
i ndust r y wh i ch h ad not felt that they were requi red t o hi r e
socia l w o r k e r s h a d n ' t h ad t he i r i nd i v i du a l s go t hrough t h e
grandfather or grandmother clause that we had provided for in
t he so ci al wor k legislation and thus hadn' t h ad t he i r
individuals who had been involved in this granted some sort of
recognition or social work legislation. So, as a r e su l t , when
the OBRA came in and the other complicating f actor s c a me
together, the nursing h omes r ea l l y d i d face a p r ob l e m and
Senator Coordsen brought it to the attention of the Health and
Human Services Committee. So we did sit down and recognize that
1080 does d ea l w i t h t he O BRA l e g i s l a t i o n, do e s d e a l wi t h t r y i n g
to conform to it. But how do we get at the problem socia l
workers have with not wanting to open up and letting anybody
into social work a fte r t h ey ' v e wo r ke d so hard to get their
legislation through and at the same time recognize t he nu r si n g
homes' p rob l em ? And so the compromise we reached was in those
cases of individuals involved in nursing homes that a re ou t
there doing their job and probably should have been under the
grandfather, grandmother clause, whatever yo u want t o cal l i t ,
and d i dn ' t g et d one i n t i me , d i dn ' t g et . ..I'm doing that for
Senator Smith so she knows I'm open-minded about t hese t h i ng s ,
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