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adjustment and fl xibility. But I think it's also important not
to take his comments and feel that this legislation, o r pr ev i o u s
state legislation is forcing anybody to do anything other than
try and protect individuals and families and workers in a s a fe
fashion as they handle asbestos. We don't mandate that it be
removed, that's a federal mandate dealing only with the schools .
And, outside of that, what the federal government is tr y i ng t o
do, and what the state is trying to do isrecognize i f y ou ar e
going to remove asbestos, if you are going to be involved in
material that includes asbestos, you should handle it carefully,
you should do i t sa fely, you s hould n ot ha v e y ou r w o r k e r s
exposed and ha rmed. You should no t h a v e o t he r i ndi v i d u a l s and
t he p ub l i c exp os e d and h armed. And I don't think that'8
unreasonable, I think it's reasonable. However, wh ere y ou d r aw
the line into what is in and what's out,what's co ve red, what
i sn' t , and how you proceed i s all subject to discussion and
obviously is worthwhile and perhaps we will find that asbestos
hasn't been quite as bad as people think. I don ' t think that,
myself. In the 12 years that I' ve been here I' ve been here I' ve
seen s t u d y af t e r study that would indicate h ow s e r i o u s a
carcinogen it is, how dangerous it can be, and how care f u l l y we
must deal with it. Nevertheless, there are other studies that
have come out that would tend to dispute that. But it is not
all one-sided, it is a very complex issue with a very important
substance, that being asbestos. P eople ar e conc e r n ed , they' re
worried. Perhaps we' ve gone overboard in some ways with some of
those federal regulations. But, nevertheless, in the interest
of safety sometimes that mistake is made. But r a t h e r t h an be
t oo sa fe , y o u k n o w, I don't want to go the other way and have us
e xposing p eo p l e t o d an g e r o us substances. So, I see the issue
that Senator Harm'bal is talking about. I t h i n k w e ' l l con t i n ue
t o ev o l v e i n t h i s . But at t his point,at this time, this
session, this year, this legislation is the way to go. W e ca n
follow up next year, perhaps other changes may be in order, and
perhaps we won't like the way we' ve eased up in some ways, maybe
we' ll want to step back to where we were. But I think, at this
time, this is the way to go, and I'd certainly support a vote to
advance the bill, and will further work with other senators who
have questions. But I would hope w e'd pa s s this legislation
quickly, so we could resolve this issue.
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