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Comm tt ee. Last year we had it before the Education Committee,
and it advanced fromour Education Conmittee on a six to nothing
vote, a unaninous vote. Also, | mght add, we had had a sumrer

interim..sumrer study programon this i ssue where students, and

their parents came in and spoke about this ﬁ_articul ar program
and the benefits it would have for their own children and how in

Nebraska we do so much and spend so machmoney ¢4y the really
handi capped or the other students who have eal special needs,
physi cal or enotional needs, we spend mllions of dollars n
that, but yet we spend very little in the way of pronoting tﬂe

students who are the nost talented in our junior and senior high
schools. And nost gifted programs, if there are any, gre really
admi ni stered through the local school djstrict, they are not
adnministered by the state. The idea is that this. by settin
up a scholars programlike this, at a cost of apprfoximtely
$200, 000, you would be able to bring together groups of students
from all ‘across the state, have themlearn, have themtake that
I earning back to their school systems and develop a group of
students and a network of students who are the best and
brightest in our state and who woul d have the po?entlal o? Bel ng
the future | eaders of our state. i
advancing this from General File. ! VYOlt“h? #krgietlysoi g(tagd ggnrézlpcth'ar
And | think in the...if this.  assuni ng this bill advances, you
will hear alot of positive comments Tromthe nunber of pareéents
and students who are interested in gifted education and also
from the large nunber of school admnistrators and teachers who
al so are focusing on this particular area. i js an area that
has been neglected for too long across the country, g pnumber of
other states have inplenented programs like thjs pecause they

recogni ze the needfor it. | think it's time for Nebraska to
recogni ze the need as well. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: T
2

! nkyou. Discussion? Anydiscussion on the
notion to advance

hal
26?7 ’senator McFarland, anything further?
SENATOR McFARLAND:  Just nove to advance it, M. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Tha3'k )_/OU. The questi on i s, shal | IB 226
advance to E 6 R? Those in favor vote aye, opposed nay. Voting
on the advancenent of the bill.

SENATOR McFARLAND: To speed this up, Mr. Speaker,
shoul d just have a call .of Ft)he house an% ar g| I calnilay\%at\éve
Thank you. '
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