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good politician would do, we spent it all and so all of a sudden
the next year we came back and we said, you know, in the words
of a good Catholic, bless me, Father, for I h av e si nne d. I
d idn ' t intend to have a tax increase,no, never intended it.
Had I known it, I wouldn't have voted for it. Vard told them
all on the floor in response to my question, you' re going to
have a tax increase and they did. Next year , w e s a i d , oh , no,
so we wheeled it back down a fraction of a percent,a f r a c t i o n
of a percent. Ladies and gentlemen, I don't k now if this i s
going to be the biggest tax increase or the second largest tax
increase, depends upon how you re ad t h e numbers. 773 was a
pretty substantial one. I predict this will be almost as large
a tax i n c r e ase a s wa s 77 3 and when t h e c hickens c o me ho me to
roost I can see 49 of us, 48, I'm not going to be doing it
going out and saying, we never intended it to be a tax increase.
We thought it was going to be a shift. Ladies and gentlemen,
don' t be so foolish, don't be so foolish, it's a tax increase.
It is the second largest if not the largest tax i ncrease w e ' ve
had in four years and, ladies and gentlemen, it's going to be
almost, when you add that along with 773, it's going t o b e
almost as much money as we were spending in the last, a t l e a s t
in the first few years of the Kerrey Administration. I t ' s g o i n g
to be kind 'of hard to swallow. I would predict one more t hing .
When the income tax increase hits the average wage earner, the
fun is going to start. Someone said something about w h a t i s
going to h appen? I' ll tell you what, if you really wanted to
r educe spending, I said it before, all t axes o u gh t t o be
collected by written check once every two years about one week
before election. You know w h at? We .ould have the most
economical government in the United States, in the whole world
b ecause not on e o f u s w o u l d h a v e the cou r a ge t o r equ i r e the
taxpayer to write a check for all the sales tax, all the income
tax, all the property tax...

SPEAKER BARRETT: One minute.

SENATOR SCHNIT: ...a week before election. If we d i d , we ' d be
all retired, wouldn't one of us get back in office,maybe
justifiably so. We used to talk about quality educat i on . No
o ne e ve n t a l k s abo u t a quality education here, talk about
equity. Ladies and gentlemen, I defy you to show equity between
taxpayers . Br oa d g e n e ra l g r o u p s , maybe, but not i ndividual
taxpayers. So pretty soon you' re going to have to start talking
about quality and the when that time comes I' ll have some more
to say. I oppose the Haberman amendment.
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