March 6, 1990 LB 346, 1059

and an increase in the income tax and sales tax in order to get

a small reduction in property tax which, gnd I|'msure in sone
cases, there will not be any reduction according to the ¢igyres

that we received in the last couple days. | B346is a very
important bill to the parents of 34,000 students and | will pot

support LB 1059 in any case unless LB 346 is attached to it and
I wll allow some of nmy tine nowto Senator Schmit.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Schmt.

SENAT(R SCHNI T \3 E Pr esi dent and members, Senator Labeds
brings to the discussion another very valid point of view p\gst
of ny children attended publ ic school s. Sever al of them
attended private schools. |' ve always supported both public and
private schools. | shall continue to do sO0. As Senator Labedz
points out that there are many persons who support both and do

so at a substantial sacrifice. Senator Scotty More spoke about
how ny argunents were in support of LB 1059. " | would just |ike

to say this, that so long as you have a systemwhich is based
upon property, and that is what this is, then at |east you ought
to make it honest enough to base it upon all property, not just

sel ective parts of property. There are those individuals who
will argue that this is the only way it can be dogne. Let me
tell you, | can clear this floor off very rapidly if | were to

call the roll of those individuala on this floor and ask each in
turn what their financial support of the school system would be.
| can guarantee you that without exception, without exception
you will find the average cost for rural taxpayer greater than
the urban taxpayer. I' Il find also, | think, that in this
instance we have a particular problem The Gty of Omaha has a
hi gh percentage of private schools and those individuals no

live in that city pay a substantial anount of contribution
toward that school, for the private gchool syst ens,

et the
continue to support the public school systémthrough their tayx
dol lars, through the tax system based upon principally ypon
property, and | would have to add that nost of those persons aﬁo
do that do not have a substantial investnent in stocks and bonds
and CDs. Their investnments are in the famly, their investnments
are in the honme, possibly a small business. Butby the support
of those private schools they substantially reduce the burden of
the public school system | peljeve the town of Bellwood does
real well, the Class | district in Bellwood does real well
according to 1059, partially pecause a high percentage of

students from Bel | wood go to the private school and if those
students were in attendance at the public gschool it would be
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