March 6, 1990 LB 1059

appreciate that. |If they don't support the bill, | h
leave with the feeling of confort of what a no vote o%pl_eB tl?)%g

means because we have tal ked an awful | ot about what it means to
support this legislation. | hope you ask questions of yhat it
means if this bill or a bill like this does not pass this
session. This is a lengthy process. This is a rocess t hat
developed, obviously we have been dealing with it since the
first state aid measure passed i n Nebraska, when Senator Warner
through many repeated trjes, finally back in 1968 did pass a
state aid to education measure. That original proposition has
been modified by our successors in this body nunerous times
since then. What we now have | think is a very convol uted
process dOf_ flufndi nfq Ieldut;atior?_ in our statfe. The Legislature
commtted itse to followmng this process o i

funding about three years a%o V\/nenpwe deci ded F%??llevrmt ansipihg%ct)|
out the LB 444 debate on school djstrjct reorganization, we'd
ask some people around the state to sit down around a table and
attenpt to resolve sone of the |ong-standing jssues in
education. We did that. One of the things that was created by
the LB 940 process was the School Finance Revi ew Conmi ssion.

was appointed by the Governor; 16 nenbers fromaround the state,
not all professional educators, not all politicians, a lot of
just very good solid citizens of the State of Nebraska served on
that comm ssion. They worked for 18 nmonths coming up with a.
think it has just been about two years ago now when the fiTst
meeting of that commission took place. They have held hearings
all over the state. -They have anal yzed a nmass of data, znq what
you see before you in 1059 is their recommendati on. Before we
get into the recomendati on, thou?(h, there is a legislative
cliche that we have here in Nebraska. |t is a cliche that if it

is not broken, don't fix it. | would like to have a quarter for
every time | have heard a witness cone before a legislative
comittee with that adnonition to us when something is
consi dered. In the areaof school finance and in the areéa of
the reliance on property tax, | amhere to tell you today the
system is broken. It is irreparably broken unless you do a
massi ve change |i ke the change we have before you. We have in

Nebraska huge variances in the anpunt of dollars that are behind

each student, and you can explain sone of those away but you
can't explain it away in the aggregate. We have students in

this state that are hayj ng | ess than $3,000 a year spent on
their education. We have students in this state that have ygr

$6, 000 a year spent on their education. It is an unfair system

The Current_system|$ unfair. W have in this state property
taxes supporting education that are as low as half of 1 percent
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