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sinply rise to urge you to go on record with the rest of 5 g

encourage the Interstate Comrerce Conmission to examne this
i ssue, to encourage the Chicago-Northwestern to bargain in good

faith with interested pbuyers. | have a group of railroaders out
in Chadron that organi zed call ed Western Hori zons who have sone
i nterest i.n pUrChaSi ng this |ine. W e have been contacted by
other private buyers fromaround the country that maybe
interested in buying the line that tell us that it g be a
viable line, but in order for it to be a profit naking line, it
first has to have a meaningful offering as Senator Lamb
i ndi cat ed. If the only thing that is offered is that segnent

from east of Chadron to west of Norfolk.

SPEAKER BARRETT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: ...there really isn't an opportunity there
to, in my opinion, make that a profitable Iine and at a m ni nrum
that has to connect up with the Burlington Northern |ine through
Crawford, Nebraska. Ideally, wewould be able to acquire the
piece of line clear \L/lvﬁ to Col on%/, Woning. I nterestingly
enough, in the mdst of at we thought were negotiations going
on, my folks out in Chadron | earned about in Novenber that there
had al ready been an option given to the DN S E on that piece of
the line fromHernmosa, South Dakota, to Colony which is a
critical piece in terms of majintaining the bentonite. So |
would urge you to goonrecord wijth us today, encourage our
congressional delegation to continue their good work on this,
encour agi ng the Chi-ago-Northwestern to negotiate in good faith
in those groups that are, jn fact, leg .timately interested
buyers and that coul d possibly nake this a meani ngfu line but
we sinmply cannot accept either the option cf abandonnent or the
| oss of service until sonme other arrangenent has been nade, so |
ask your support for the resolution. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Peterson, further (iscussion on the
resolution, followed by Senator Dierks.

SENATOR PETERSON:  Nr. Speaker and nenbers, |, t00, rise and ask
for your support in this resolution. | think it is one of the
nmore inmportant resolutions that we've had for some time in
regards to hopefully saving this line someway or another. |do
know, and | don't know what nbre can be gsajd than what Senat or
Lanmb and Senator Scofield have said, but there is an interest by
different groups in wanting to purchase this line ;14 | think
Chi cago- Northwestern at this point is being a little negative in
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