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an extremely painful experience already for people that |

represent in Chadron where enploynment numbers are all but
elimnated at this point In ternms of railroad jobs. [ beI|§1eve

there are only three left on a line that used to enploy perhaps
as many as over 100 people. That alone is devastating enough in
terms of losses in this state, but perhaps even nmore gerious  at
this point is the potential |oss of service particularly to
grain shippers. Senator Lanb nentioned that the wood chips that
cone out of South Dakota and the bentonite are a primary piece
of the commobdities necessary to make this a profitable line, but
if you' Il consider for a nmonenc what the long-terminplications
of the loss of this line are to the state of Nebraska should
this line ultimtely be abandoned, there goes one nore shipping
option for grain producers, people that own those elevators up

there, and the | osses will virtually total in the mllions in
ternms of themno |onger having the paj service as a way to
transport grain across the state. Now t he other thing that
makes this line unique is that nost of the (i li nes in the
past that have been abandoned in Nebraska have been in fairly
close proxinmty to either other rail lines or interstate highway
systens. This line is different. It runs across the entjre

northern tier of the state, in fact, there are even peopl e that
have contacted nme from across the South pakota |line that are
dependent upon this line as a way to transport their grain, g
this, in fact, is not a short line at all. It isamin line
and to lose this Iine would be a | oss of nmajor railroad service
inthe state. A representative of C & NWhas acknow edged {j4¢
they are diverting the clayor bentonite traffic that has beéen

previously shipped from communities in...it originates in
Colony, Wyomi ng, and then conmes down to Hernpsa which is just
south of Rapid City, goes on to Chadron, Nebraska, then goes g,
down t hrough Senator Lanb's district and into Norfolk. It's not

very difficult when you look at maps to | ook at the distances
involved here and determine there isn' t, inny gninion  anyway
that you can say that somehow that is a shorter foute to Ia},vert’
this traffic across the DN E E, and | do have copies of that map
for you if you' reinterested in taking a look at it. ndso we
all need to be concerned about this veryeal threat to rail
transportation in the State of Nebraska ani | think we peed to
move aggressively as a Legislature not only to save this line,
but conti nue t he work that “has begun to ‘explore V\hgt's the
future of rail transportation in general in this state? || o
someof you have already |ost rail transportation in your
districts and you know t he devastation that occurs to your |oca
economy and to the enployment when such things happen. gg|
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