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a chance.

exorbitant increases. So I would urge your not adopting this
a mendment. Tha n k yo u .

SPEAKER BARRETT: T hank you . Senat or M c F a r l a n d , w ith Sen a t o r
Norrissey to follow.

SENATOR NcFARLAND: I will pass and I will just close when I get

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h a n k y o u . Senator No r r i s sey , p l ease .

SENATOR NORRISSEY: Thank you , N r . Pr es i d e n t , and members . I
would have to, looking at one of Senator McFarland's handouts,
the original bill asks for a worker's comp increase from 245 to
290, so I woul d hav e to agree with what Senator Hefner just
said, that this figure that we have now has been negotiated. He
said it was negotiated by business and industry and I completely
agree. Business and industry negotiated that figure. I am not
going to go on and on, I made my point the first time around. I
think it is fair. I think it is just. And I am just wondering
if any of you heard from anyone in your district, if anyone got
any r es p o ns e t o t he debate the first time around. I suppor t
Senator NcFarland's amendment. I don ' t t h i nk i t i s outrageous .
It is far f rom o utrageous and it is a compromise that can be
reached inside the glass, in here on the floor. I t i s so m e t h i n g
that the injured workers a re des e r v i n g of a nd I wou l d j us t
s imply ask you to giv e them a t hought and s u p p or t t h i s
a mendment. Tha n k y o u.

SPEAKER BARRETT: A ny ot h e r d i sc us s i o n ? Apparent l y not .

SENATOR NcFARLAND: Thank you , N r . Pr es i d e n t . I w i l l j us t mak e
a couple of comments. T here ar e some bus i nes s e s w ho h a v e
t roubl e i n L i nc o l n . They do i n nor t he a s t N e b r a s k a . They do a l l
across ou r s t at e . And I suspect even if we lowered the worker's
compensation rate e ven t o $2 0 0 p e r w e ek , t ho s e b u s i n e s ses a r e
still going to have problems, just because of the economy in the
particular business they are in, or the particular changes that
h ave oc cur r ed i n t he p r oduc t s they may b e selling or
manufacturing or producing. This minimal increase in wor k er ' s
comp benefits I don't believe will have much of an effect one
way or another on the cost of operating business. I t w i l l hav e
a n ef f ec t , howe v e r , i n he l p i n g a n i n j ur e d e m p l o yee who may b e
injured through no fault of his own or her o wn ge t a b ett e r

Senator NcFarland, to close.
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