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SENATOR COORDSEN: This is the bill to address groblem that
was brought to light by a Nebraska Suprene Court decision of,
believe the date was Februaryl6 on that, that had an inpact
upon the operations of the Wrker's Compensation Court.

Traditionally, it has...the Wor ker' s Co ensati on C t h
operated under the...what they thought to bgpstat utory aL?tU}Eoriatsy

that they had the responsibility and authority to settle all
i ssues relati Ve. to V\br.ker' S Con‘pensat ion Court cases that
appeared before it, both in the amount of the compensation in
di sputes between the insurance carrier and the insured. Anpdit
had been held, and | am quoting now from the dissenting qninign
on the courts that the Worker's Conpensation Act is renmedial 1n
nature and its purpose is to do justice to workers without
expensive litigation and unnecessary delay. The mmjority of the
court felt that because of some of the wording In statute that
the Worker's Conpensation Court had the authority to deci de some
of the issues for the ir?ured enmpl oyee but c%ldn% make

decisions on the part of the insurance conpanyor e enpl oyer
and settle disputes jn those particular cases. And thi s
amendnent , then, would add i1nto statute number 48-161 a

refinement of the jurisdiction of the Wrker's Compensation

OOUI:It, and the |an?uage will be that. ..the added |anguage would

be "Suchcourt shall have jurisdiction to decide " any jssue
's right {0 \ior '

ancillary to the resoluti'on of an enployee kers
conpensation benefits.”  The Wrker's Conpensation Court felt
that with this ruling there exists the possibility that a
wor ker, before they could get final resolution j, their case
m ght have to file suit to recover damages in district court or
make other efforts to redress their problem And the whole
intent, as it has peen explained to me, of the waker's

conpensation law jis to make it as easy as possible as
i nexpensive as possiblefor an injured worker to Fﬁave acceéss to
Wrker's Conmpensation Court to settle disagreements pat m ght

ari se. So, with that, | would attenpt toanswer any questions
but would nove for the adoption of this amendnent. It was
brought to me by the Wrker's Conpensation Court in order to

clarify an apparent existing problemin statute, gp heretofore
undi scovered problem | night add. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Is there discussion on the
amendment offered by Senator Coordsen? Senator Coordsen,
anything further?

SENATOR COORDSEN:  Adoption of this anmendnent, M. Speaker.
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