March 5, 1990 LB 953

we discussed before, this xs an amendnent to foll ow Senator

Nelson's. Wien we debated LB 953 on General, | had made the
comment that | would be conming with an anendment’ to change the

retirement age. After many discussions, we have decided to take

that |anguage out altogether.  gp this amendnent woul d remove
all new language which deals with early retirement after
25years of service. It also removes the increase in the

contribution rate for the state and patrol officers. Therefore,
the anmendnent woul d have no fiscal inpact whatsoever, sgwe do
not need an A bill whatsoever. Al so, the current retirenent
ages will continue as they are right now. The three things that
woul d stay in the bill, the retirement benefit would go from2.5
upto 3 percent per year. Al so, there would be an increase in

the disability benefits. And, also, the current widow's
benefits are right now 50 percent of the pensi on. Wth the

amendment, they would go to 75 percent. No, they are currently
75 and they will go to 100 percent, sorry. So there is
currently ~a little over $8 million in this fund so we do not
need any A bill whatsoever with this pjj with my anendment.
But this is an amendment, | think, that it takes the early
retirement age out and still Ieaves the beneflts increased just
a little bit for the patrol men. nr |saverygood
-onproni se that was worked out with the patro Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Discussion? Senat or Wese|y‘
fo! lowed by Senator Nel son.

SENATOR WESELY: Thankyou. Nr. Speaker, nenbers, | would rise
in support of the Schell peper amendment, thank  Senator
Schel | peper and t hank Senator Habernman, and thank the Patrol for

agreeing to this change. I would have hadto opposethe
| egislation wi thout this amendment. | didn't really want to. |
recogni ze the good work of the State Patrol and | recognize (e

very hazardous work that they do and their desire to have an

i nproved retirenent plan. They already have, really, jp
retrospect, one of the better retirenent I ans. k\e may not
feel that way, but in conparison to other re |renEnt p X the
Patrol is, if not the best, certainly one of the best,
particularly in the area of earlyretlremant I f you | ook at
the chart | passed out a few mnutes ago, you will see the

normal retirement age is usually 65. There are some exceptions.
Qoviously, the school enployees have gotten an early [g¢j rement
benefit of late, and the State Patrol right now is conparable

the Lincoln civil employees and Lincoln fire and pollce
otherw se, they...and the first class city fire. 1540 to the
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