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going to have to play. And so I would ask that that be added to
his role, that he sees himself as in his information provider
service, as I titled it anyway to him in the question t hat we
asked.

PRESIDENT: T i me .

SENATOR SMITH: I'm sorry, I'm out of time. I may have to come
b ack. Th ank y o u .

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . S enator L abedz , p l ea s e , f o l l o wed by
Senator Di er k s . I don' t s e e S e na to r L a b edz . S enator D i e r k s ,
would you go ahead, followed by Senator Morrissey.

SENATOR DIERKS: Mr. President and members of t he b o d y , I d o
believe that Senator Landis had some good suggestions for us
before we r e c e ssed. Some of the questions that I think that heasked w e r e ve r y v al i d . But I guess the problem I' ve got with
some of those is, if we confirm Dr. Thorson today without
knowing what the answers are to those questions, how do we know
if those questions will be answered after confirmation'? The
questions haven't been answered before confirmation. Why do we
think that with this confirmation that those questions will then
be answered? This is a problem that the people that I represent
have with the whole issue, is that they h ave n ot b een h ea rd .
The only response that they had was if they had some questions,
they could write them to him and he'd try to answer t h em i n
letter. T hat doesn't quite cut it with the people I represent.
They want to see the man out there. And, like Senator Smith
said, it could be tough. I' ll guarantee you it will be tough,
but that's part of the proposition. If he's going to t ake t h e
job, he's got to expect the tough part of it to go with it. I
think that means you come to the county that is involved, those
counties that are involved. I think you' re there and you try to
a nswer t h ose ques t i o n s . That's just part of the whole business.
I 'm sure i t wo u l d b e a little bit distasteful, but I think
that's again part of the job. If you take the...if you want to
have this position, then I think that's part of the proposition.
I still can't vote to confirm this man. I just think that the
process is wrong. And I have to also tell you one thing that
Senator McFarland said, I, too, have been treated with respect
at that committee hearing. But I do think that we' re there for
a purpose when we' re doing these confirmation hearings,and I
think the purpose was not fulfilled, when I s e e s o ma n y p eop l e
in opposition to a confirmation and only one person in favor of
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