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over there and view those tapes of the low-level radioactive
waste meeting. At that time, that was held in Auburn, if I
recall. We' ve had those same kinds of tapes available. I' ve
sat at home on a weekend, it took me about five hours to go
through them, but I did that. I went through all those tapes on
the other meeting that was held, this time in Nuckoll s Co u n ty .
We have had tapes available through the Natural Resources
Committee that would let us also view the sites that are already
in operation in other parts of the country. So, now w e ' ve had
d iscuss io n on t he floor of t he whole body for going on, I
suppose, three and a half hours shortly here. B ut I w ant t o
make it very clear that the reason I vote is because I think
that you all ought to have the chance to discuss this, rediscuss
it, repeat what you' ve said 16 times, if you want to, s o tha t w e
all can say we feel the conversation was adequate. But, t o me ,
the main concern that we h ave her e , n umb e r one, i s t h a t
Dr. Thor son i s on l y a part of this w hole process we f i nd
ourselves in. Senator Landissaid i t wel l , b e f o r e w e a d j o u r n e d
at noon. He said, this is only one part of t he p r o c e ss . We
h ave e l e ct e d , we d on ' t have any cho ice anyway, we are i n t he
middle of this, and so this is one step in that whole process
which has been going on for a number of years now. A rd I w a n t
to make it very clear, something that has only been a l l uded t o
by Senator Schmit this morning, when he said that we have had
responses to questions given to us by Dr. Thorson.

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SMITH: Many of these questions were questions t ha t I
posed at the hearing that we had, and then were re w orded b y o u r
committee counsel, and questions added to that. We have
responses to the questions. So i''s not as though we haven' t
talked about shared liability many, many t i mes . I wi l l h av e to
say I h av e one l i t t l e c oncern , and t ha t is, I mean it' s
one...this is one of the concerns that I have, and that is that
I don't think that Dr. Thorson really has addressed what I felt
was his role in addition to being what I ca l l an i nf o r m a ti o n
provider as being one who provides information through the mail,
o ver t he t e l eph o n e or whatever. I w ant to.. . I t h i nk t h a t ' s
something that we need to require, that he does see as hxs role,
his responsibility to be out at the site in periodic m eetings ,
and being with the people themselves. N ow, I know this is
difficult, because it was tough seeing the way these people are
grilled when they were in our committee. It would be tough to
go out there, but that's a part of the r ole t h a t I t h i nk he' s

10383


