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SENATOR SNITH: Thank you., Nr. President. Members of the body,
since w e ' ve had l unch now maybe s o me of u s h av e k i n d o f
forgotten where we were in the discussion. But my...I want to
tell you the reason that I voted against the suspension rule
that was offered by Senator Hefner and allowing us to proceed to
the vote, was for the specific reason that I feel that t hi s i s
an important enough issue. H eavens knows we' ve spent a c o u p l e
of days on many other issues in this session . I t h i nk t h i s
issue is important enough that we should not allow anyone in
here to feel they have not had ample opportunity to discuss this
total issue. For that reason, my vote was...I know, for some of
you, you would have liked to have seen it. . . the d ebat e c l o s e a n d
get or . '.o something else, but I know it's important to a lot o f
people, it should be important to all of us as citizens of the
State o f Ne b r a s ka . But what I want to do is summarize just a
little bit for those of you that think we haven't had enough
discussion, or that we' ve been proceeding blindly, o r t h at we
haven't looked at this issue carefully enough. I j u s t w a n t t o
summarize a little bit about how much this has been studied,
heard , d eb a t e d an d so o n . First of all, in this short session
alone I can tell you that we had a confirmation hearing that
lasted about two and a half hours on this very same person that
we' re talking about right now. And, at that time, we had large
numbers of those people who were in opposition, a s has a l r e a d y
been talked about earlier today, there to testify. We then have
had also numerous low-level radioactive waste b i l l s i n t h i s
committee during this session. Tho se p eople were there to
testify. And, again, we heard , I ' m s ure , a l o t of d i scu ss i on
about Thorson, himself; Thorson was there, Dr. Thorson was there
at t h ose . . .w he n we had some of these things. S o he has b e e n
testifying. Those people have had an opportunity a n umber o f
times to ex press themselves that way. I have, myself,
personally, and I know many of the others of you, particularly
in t h e ar ea s wh er e we have the...where the sites were being
tested, have had numerous town hall meetings. Those f o l k s we r e
there, welcome to testify or not. ..not exactly to testify, but
to question, to provide their input, their concerns and so o n.
In addition to that, I know that personally, myself , a n d I ' m
sure many of you have had way more than I have, individuals in
my o f f i ce t a l k i ng a b ou t t hi s i ssu e , g r ou p s i n m y o f f i c e t a l k i ng
about this issue; d iscuss io n t h r ough letters, telephone
c onversa t i o n s , we have had t apes available to us,which were
made available, by the way, last year on this issue, b ecause I
know, I'm the one that made them available over in the lounge.
So there was an opportunity for anyone that wanted to go across

10382


