Narch 5, 1990

SENATOR SNI TH: Thank you., Nr. President. Menbers of the body,
since we've had lunch now maybe some of us have kind of
forgotten where we were in the discussion. Byt ny...| want to

tell you the reason that | voted agajnst the suspension rule
that was offered by Senator Hefner and allowing us to proceed to

the vote, was for the specific reason that | feel that (his s
an i mportant enough issue. Heavens knows we've spent a couple
of days on many other issues in this gession. | think this
issue is important enough that we should not allow anyone in
here to feel they have not had anple opportunity to discuss this
total issue. For that reason, my vote was...| know, for some of

you, you would have liked to have seen it. ..the debate close and
getor.' .o sonething else, but | know it's inportant to a |t o

people, it shoul d be inportant to all of us as citizens of the
State of Nebraska. But what | want to do is summarize just g
little bit for those of you that think we haven't had enough
di scussion, or that we' ve been proceeding blindly, or that we

haven't | ooked at this issue carefully enough. | just wantto
summarize a little bit about how much this has been studied,
heard, debated and so on. Fjrst of all, in this short session

alone | can tell you t hat we had a confirmation heari ng that
| asted about two and a half hours on this very same person tr]1at

we' re talking about right now. aAnd, at that tinme, we had large
nunbers of t hose people whovere in opposition, 5¢phas already
been tal ked about earlier today, there to testify. \wethen have
had al so nunerous |lowlevel radioactive waste bill s in this
conm ttee during this session. Those people were there to
testify. And, again, weheard, |'msure, a_lot of discussion
about Thorson, hinself; Thorson was there, Dr. Thorson was there
at those...when we had some of these things. Sohe has been
testifying. Those people have had an opportunity 5 niumber of
times to express thenselves that way. | have el f
personal ly, and | know many of the others of you, pa’rtin},yusl arly

in the areas where we have the...where the sites were being
tested, have had numerous town hall meetings. Tphose folks wer e

there, welcome to testify or not.  not exactly to testify, but
to question, to provide their input, their concérns and g5 gp.
I'n addition to that, | know that personally, pyself, and |'m
sure nmany of you have had way nore than | have, jndividuals in
my of fice talking about this issue, groups in myoffice talking
about th_' S I SSU€; discussion through | etters, tel ephone
conversations, we have had tapes available to us,which were
made avail able, by the way, |ast year on this issue, ecause |
know, I'm the one that made them avail abl eover in the [ounge.

So there was an opportunity for anyone that wanted to go 5.r0ss
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