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responsibilities, as legislators, to ask those questions and get
sone black and whiteanswers, because | suggest to you, if we
don' t, if we don' t, six nonths fromnow, or a year fromnow, o
two years from now, or however |ong this process drags on, gpq
if we still don't have any response to what are we going 4, gqo
about liability, and | 'm, frankly, losing...I'm, frankly, losing
patience with that process, because that has been docunented,
and docunmented, and docunented +that that's been a concern.
We've got nenps fromus, nenos fromthe Governor, studies from

other states, and | just. . .| don't see those peing taken on
head-on. And, as | indicated earlier, | have no idea, gasdo any
of you, what goes on in the ccnpact neet i ngs. | don't know how

hard we' re able to push, or what concessions we' re able to get.
But we' re at a critical time as a state to extract concessions
fromother states. And | vvould suggest that if we don't do them
right now, if we don't get ight up front, you sure don't
negotlate once the process has t'aken one nore step And | think
we've been much too lax in demanding solid answers to hard
questions. This is your |ast chance, folKks. So, if you do
take the time to ask those questions now, if you don'ft take the
chance to demand some answers, and |'m cgonfident that Norm
Thorson can bring us back many of those answers, but | really
feel like this is the place that those have to be asked and
t nat somewhere a line hasto be drawn. and, rrake this
nmotion to give us an opportunity to demand those questl on
I'"mconvinced that the Natural Resources Conmittee could satlsafny

the concerns. And, if they can' t, then we better go back a
couple of squares further. Thank you.

P RESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Schmit, please, followed by
Senator Langford.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Nr. President and menbers, |'m concerned that
my col | eague, Senator NcFarland, would say that he' ot
surprised at the voteand that we, apparently, have deci ded to
proceed blindly. Senat or NcFarland, the committee has not
proceeded blindly. We have spent hundreds of hours gathering
testimony fromindividuals. Fyrthernore, for those who say the

nunbers oppose the confirmation of Dr. Thorson, let me tell you

how simple it is if you just want to rel upon mbers
process. Any one of us could. have brouéht |pn a hundrec}J ot her

persons. Number three, the conmittee |istened to gyeryone who

came before the commttee, notwithstanding the untruths, the
hal f-truths and the abuse heaped upon the comhittee nembers’ from

time to time. | m ght add, there was some what I would call
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