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arrogance that was there, in this whole process, really offended
me. And | guess | had kind of forgotten about that until |
heard Senator Kristensen and Senator Dierks' responses. And |
think that the real problemwe have here is one of trust and one
of lack of responsiveness to the people that are nost directly
af fected by this process. There isn't a soul out there, 1''m

convinced, that has gj| the skills that are necessary to
adequately please everybody in a process this difficult

think the need for respecting the public is absolutely pararmuntI
here. And | think that it's evident, abundant|y clear that the
public has | ost confidence with this whole proceSs, if they ever
had any to begin with. And | suggest that we ought to sendthi s
back to conmttee to satisfy questions that have been raised

here. And my own desire, personally,wuld be | want to know
what's going to happen with this ghared |iability concern. As
Senator Mrri ssey pointed out, there is no guarantee that

anything is going to pass this session, or that that's going to
be aggressively pursued in the conpact. There are no guarantees

at this point that comunities are going to be treated any
better, that any efforts are going to be nmade to heal the wounds

there. And | think, as | reflect on the ponmentum that |  see
here for this confirmtion, based on a legitimte gspect for
the man's credentials, | think we' re just moving this train gpe

more  place down the track when we have the obligation, a5
Ieglslat ors, to aCther p.UrSU.e the concerns that _have peen
raised here. The process is sinply not working at this point on

those fronts. And | guess, as | thought about what |I'm hearing

today, this is the | ast chance, | think, that we have as
legislators to satisfy our concerns. The buck has to stop
sonewhere, and it looks to me like the place for it to p is
right here in this Legislature,andfor us to go back and ask
these tough questions and demand some answers, because the
answers have not been forthcomng. | have been concerned about
this liability question from, | think it's documented from as

far back as 1987. And | recall serving on that task force g
the sense of frustration that emerged out of there from people

who represented the cities, who represented the counties, wnho
were ordinary citizens, that questions that they thought were

legitimate were not getting answered. And so | really think
that we, as legislators, have an opportunity here to 55k those
guestions. And | think we have a personwho is capable of
answering those questions, certainl y talented enough to ask
those questions. But | think, if we just go ahead and vote to
confirmtoday, without getting down in black and white gcome of

these  answers, that  we will have not fulfilled our
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