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Wehr bei n, you were next. Okay.

SENATOR WEHRBEI N: Yes, Nr. Presi dent menbers was go| ng to

speak on the other notion, but | wll speak on thls I strongly
oppose the bracket position and urge that we nmve ahead and
appoint Nr. Thorson. | don't know himvery well, | have worked
with himin the past on other issues. Rut,as you go down the
resume here, | can't jmmgine anyone reaIIy bei ng stronger in
their qualifications than he is. And | think even though we
have strayed fromthe issue somewhat today, | don't think you' re

going to find anyone that is going to neet everybody's a roval
throughout the state. That shouldn't really be what e Pep al l

about, but should have soneone that is qualified,eventhe

opponents here adnmit that he's qualified. And | would think
that we ought to proceed fromthat and go on fromthere, because
we certainly want soneone that is willing to speak their mnd,

say what the issues are as hey see them, and | think
that...Nr. Thorson fits the bill 1n this case. gg|'d urge us
to avoid this bracket. Let's face the issue, let's move ahead
and appoint him |, therefore, opposethe bracket.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Kristensen, please, followed
by...were you through, Senator Wehrbein? Okay . Senator

Kristensen, followed by Senator Norrissey and Senator Dierks.
Senator Kristensen.

SENATOR KRI STENSEN: Thank you, Nr. President, mepbers. | want
to just go back and finish ny thoughts with this, andl t hi nk

that it wll also go to the bracket notion as to the
actual confirmtion. Dr. Thorson really is tl)e Weath er vane.
And what the other states are going to pe |ooking at is, is

everything smooth and calmin Nebraska. We' ve gotten down to
one site at this point. This process has been probably one of
the most mi shandl ed processes in terns of our intentionswere
good. I think this Legislature's jntentions were very good.
But we entered into thearea, quite frankly, blindly. We got
into the area, and these nonitoring comrittees were good jdeas.
And they' re great ideas on paper, but they becane lightning rods
that really were the vehicle to tear up communities. |'m not
sure Nuckolls County will ever, ever get back to the point that
It was twoyears ago. And there is nothing that |I can do about
that right now on the floor of the Leglslature there is nothing

t hat you can do about th_at But we' ve also got to look at
what's going to happen in the future ht now Boyd County is
probably the county that |'m nost concerneg about, because Boyd



