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assurances that we' re going to pursue that, and yet there was

concern —expressed about, well, we shouldn't put this in |aw
because it mght affect how t he ot her states vvoul d react.

frankly, I'mgetting really tired of us respondl ng to what otner

states want and seem ngly putting other states' interests ahead

of Nebraska's. | don't sit in on those neetings any more than

any of you do, so | don't know what kinds of negotiations go on.

I don't know what the conversation is. | don't know what the

limtations are. W' ve been westling, trying to get up off our
backs, it seems to me, ever since we were.  ever since we got

into this conpact. And | don't know that there is anybody out
there that is a good enough westler to get us up off our backs.
W' reinareal Jam Byt| wouldlike to at |east make
suggestions in terms of trying to get us to a point whefe t?ns

process does a better job than I think maybe we' ve done to ate
in terms of protecting Nebraska's interest, gnd also addressing
the very legitimate concerns of comunities ‘who ar e in

just don't trust this process. And | think that is wha%/ so’enator
Dierks ~and Senator Norrissey are echoing is whatthey are
hearing fromthose comunities. I think there needs to be “some
consideration given to amendments to the compact, suych as what
some other states have done. A |ot of other states have more
than one voting member on the conpact. Sgut hwest Conpact has

one voting nenber fromthe host county. The Central M dwest
Conpact, that's [Illinois and Kentucky, have two voting nenbers
fromthe host state, and one nonvoting member fromthe host
county. The Northeast, the host state gets two voti ng menbers.
We have a really undesirabl e situatxon in this c onpac i my
opinion, as Nebraska, if you conpare us to the kinds of vot| ng

capabilities other states have. W' ve got one person that is in
there representing us. And | woul d suggest to you tnat they
cannot possibly cover all the bases that have to be covered.
Furthermore, 1'd like to see aggressive comm tment from the
Governor that she's going to encourage Dr. Thorson to nove ahead
on this shared J|iability issue. It' sunclear to nme, gafter
| ooking at the conpact |anguage, that we need to pass 4 |||

I'"'mnot sure that we have to pass the bill, but what he needs

a very clear nessage fromus and fromthe Governor get in there
and do it, get in there and negotiate tough and don' t gi ve away
the farm And, if we' ve given sonething away, get it back.

stil I hold the cards, | think, necessary to acconplish that.
Andso | guess | can't vote against Dr. Thorson, fran h[y,
because of what | feel is ny roleearly on in r ecomendi ng

and | still have confidence in his acadenic and |egal skills. |

woul d suggest that the very.  the big weakness on this side
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