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that has shown...has even been talked about, or wh o has been
evidenced t o have t he kinds of background and the experience
that Dr . Th o r s on h a s . Given t h a t , I be l i ev e t hat we have a
responsibility to choose the person who appears to be the most
qualified, who has been the person who's been selected at t h i s
point in time. The questions can go on endlessly. Hypothetical
quest i on s k e e p be i n g a s k ed . No one can g i v e y o u t h e an s wer t o
those kinds of questions, not the opposing side, nor the p e r sons
that they' re asking the questions to. A hypothetical question
d oesn' t hav e an answ e r . So you can keep on finding more
questions, more questions, and more things that you' re saying,
what if this happened. No one knows. We have to finally say we
m ust go f o r wa r d , we have to do it with the best resources that
we have, with the best people that we possibly can come up with,
the ones who are the most qualified. I don ' t k now o f anyo n e
else who's more qualified than Dr . T ho r s o n . And I h av e t o
remind you that one of the things that has been expressed ov e r
and over by the folks that have been opposed to this is the fact
that they don't trust outsiders, they don't trust US Ecology.
They want it t o be pe ople that are within t he s tat e .
Dr. Thorson, as was mentioned by Senator Crosby, is a fellow
Nebraskan. Look at his resume, his background, his e xperience .
We have to look at that. We have to try to be as objective as
we can. I know it's easier for those of us who h av e n ot h ad
actually to be the center of a site selection process area. But
t ha t ' s our job then, as other senators in the body, to try to
look at this objectively. We did ask questions o f D r . Tho r s o n
following the confirmation hearing. I had a number of questions
that I w anted to have answers to,and Senator Schmit put those
in the form of questions and added other questions of h is own ,
sent t ho s e t o D r . T ho r s o n , and the members of the committee, at
least at this point in time I know, all have that before them.
I think that, you know, as far as Senator Morrissey is concerned
the question on shared liability is a question of concern that
he's had for a long time. We did ask that question again,
probably not as fast or as the resolution of that concern, but
at least or maybe in the way you'd like t o h a v e i t an swe r e d ,
S enator Mor r i ss e y , but I do have to say that at the end of his
response h e d o es t a l k ab o u t . . .he does be l i e v e , he ag r e es t ha t
there is not, there needs to be clearer intent concerning shared
liability, and that there is some concern about the word itself,
liability, and that there is some ambiguity. A nd so he h a s
drafted a memo to the fellow commissioners asking that t hi s be
l ooked at and add r e s s ed in the compact state legislative
b odies , . . .
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