March 5, 1990

that had potassium and illustrated how the potassium has
radioactivity, to a high degree.

PRESI DENT: One m nute. One m nute.

SENATOR WEI HI NG: Do you realize that the soils of our state
have potassium a great deal? We don't have to add potassium
for the fertilizer. You live within radioactivity. and] bring
this from the technological standpoint, |let us get down to
rationale. W need to have good people and Dr. Thorson

impressed me as a person who was extrenely well qualified.
Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Smith, followed by Senat or
Scofield.

SENATOR SM TH: Thank you, M. President. Menmbers of the body,
I, too, rise to ask your support in the confirmation of Norman
Thorson as Chairman of the Waste Conmission for the compact
states. As a menber of the Natural Resources Committee, this
was, indeed, a long hearing and it was a controversial one.
And, as has been stated by nmany nmenbers here, giving you |lots of
information, and the nost recent, Senator Weihing, talked apout
the fact that not only was he questioned but al nost you could
say interrogated. | guess that we probably won't ever, any of
us, say that we have all of the answers, and that's a big
concern, | realize that, especially for Senator Morrissey and
Senator Dierks, who were and are a part of those sites that were
being looked at and, of course, have become much more
know edgeabl e than the other nenbers, probably, of the committee
even, but in particular of the whole |legislative body. pButthi s
being a tremendous inportant issue to the State of NebrasEa, and
as a decision that was made by the state itself some years back,
I"mglad | wasn't here, but I"'ma part of the |egislature now
so we nust deal with this now, the decision was made, it seemed
to be the best and the only choice we had at that point in tine.
It was again reaffirned by the people of the State gf Nebraska
that we stay in the conpact, that we go forth with our plans.
And so | believe it is our responsibility to do the best that we
can for the people of the state and for the state itself in
trying to say, okay, we go forward, we go forward and we try to
get answers to questions and try to get the best, the safest
site that we possibly can have for the state. \wealso have a
responsibility to select the person who is the gt qual i fied.

| don't know of anyone else, no one el se has been brought forth
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