March 5, 1990

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Crosby, please, followed by
Senator Labedz.

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, M. President and nmenbers. | tgog,
rise to support Dr. Thorson's confirmation and 1'd |ike to
review just a couple of things that | have gone over the |ast

two or three weeks to brief nyself and to have engugh research
so | would understand a little bit of how | feel about the whole
subj ect and what we' re tal king about this norning.

thrjough the man's resune you cgn see how highly q3a|if\’\,/2%”r¥8ui%9
One thing stands out to ne on his resune. Hehas a Ph.D. in
agricultural econom cs and resource economics taken atthe
University of Nebraska in 1979. You don't get that kind of
degree just by reading a few books. That entails research, that
entails writing, that entails all kinds of work to obtain that
degree and qualify for it at your |last oral. So | think that
one particular qualification brings to us a man who is qualified
for this particular job and this appointed position. wetalk a

| ot about the brain drain in Nebraska. Here is a man who
stayed. Do you want himto |eave' ?wll, | don't. | want him
to stay. | want us to have the use of his talents, we need

t hem But | amgoing on and tal king about one nore aspect of

the whol e question and quite often | get nmy thought for the week
from "Peanuts” on sSynday norning and if you looked at it
yesterday, it is wonderful. Charlie Brown says he doesn't even
know why he bothers getting a kite ready because there is a
kite-eating tree out there wajting for him Thereis alwaysa

ot of hungry trees out there after™ 3 |ong winter. They're
i mpatient, greedy, merciless. Then a knock comes to the door
and there is a tree when he opens the door and he says, | nhate

it when they conme right up to the front door. ||, the point
of this is that we all have fear of the unknown and {his whole

question of the compact and where thesite will be and howit
will be built and will it do this and will it do t hat focuses
around t hat f ear of the nuclearworld. | can understand how
those people who testified against Dr. Thorson feel because they
have that fear of the unknown. Most of us have a hard time
under st andi ng the sinplest and nost basic nucl ear. equation. Can
any of you explain it to me? | cannot. |'d have to get a book
out and wite and wite and wite and try to bring it gack to ny

menory again, to under st and even the si mpl est thing about

nuclear power and nuclear energy. Spo | think probably what we
have to realize is a lot of that opposition is because " 45t {hat

fear, and it is very difficult to overcome that enotion, but
still have to go ahead with this project. we still have to go
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