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P RESIDENT: Tha n k y ou . Senat o r C r o s by , p l eas e , f ol l owed b y

SENATOR CROSBY: Thank you, Mr. President and members. I , t o o ,
rise to su p port Dr . T hor s o n ' s confirmation and I'd l ik e t o
review just a couple of things that I have gone over the last
two or three weeks to brief myself and to have enough r e se a r c h
so I would understand a little bit of how I feel about the whole
subject and what we' re talking about this morning. When you go
through the man's resume you can see how highly qualified he is.
One thing stands out to me on his resume. He has a Ph .D. i n
agricultural economics and resource e conomics t ake n a t t h e
University of Nebraska in 1979. You don't get that kind of
degree just by reading a few books. That entails research, that
entails writing, that entails all kinds of work to obtain that
degree and qualify for it at your last oral. So I think that
one particular qualification brings to us a man who is qualified
for this particular job and this appointed position. W e tal k a
lot about the brain drain in Nebraska . Her e i s a man w h o
stayed. Do you want him to leave'?Well , I don ' t . I want h i m
to stay. I want us to have the use of his talents, we need
them. But I am going on and talking about one more aspect of
the whole question and quite often I get my thought for the week
f rom "Peanuts " o n Sunday morning and if you l ooked at i t
yesterday, it is wonderful. Charlie Brown says he doesn't even
know why he bothers getting a kite ready bec a use t he r e i s a
kite-eating tree out there waiting for him. T here i s a l w ays a
lot of hungry trees out there after a l o n g wi n t e r . They ' r e
impatient, greedy, merciless. T hen a knock c omes t o t h e d o o r
and there is a tree when he opens the door and he says, I h at e
it when they come right up to the front door. Well, the point
of this is that we all have fear of the unknown and t hi s who l e
question of the c ompact and where thesit e w i l l b e and h o w i t
wil l b e b ui l t and w i l l i t d o t h i s and w i l l i t do t h at f ocu se s
around that fear of the nuclear world. I can unders t and how
those people who testified against Dr. Thorson feel because they
have that fear of the unknown. Most o f u s have a h ard t i me
understanding the simplest and most basic nuclear. equation. Can
any of you explain it to me? I cannot. I'd have to get a book
out and write and write and write and try to bring it back to my
memory again, to u nderstand even the simplest t hing abo u t
nuclear po we r an d nuc l e a r e n e r g y . So I think probably what we
have to realize is a lot of that opposition is because of t h at
fear, and it is very difficult to overcome that emotion, but we
still have to go ahead with this project. We still have to go
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