March 5, 1990

some visitors in the south balcony. we have six senior students
from Wlcox High School and their teacher. wuld you fol ks
please stand and be recognized. Thank you for visiting us
today. Senator D erks, please.

SENATOR DI ERKS: M. President and nenbers of the body, I, too,
have to stand in opposition to this confirmation. You know,
three years ago when | was a very freshman freshman in this

Legi slature and Senator Lee Rupp was Chairman of the government

Committee, we had some confirmatiorhearings that bothered me
because 1'd had sone information that one of these people was
|l ess than desirable that was being confirmed that day and it is
difficult to ask somebody who is being confirmed if they are
fair and if they are kind to their enployees. |'mnot sure how
you ask those sort of questions, and | relayed that information
to Senator Rupp, and he brought it up on the floor and we went

to that confirmation hearing. | still have some difficulties
with the process. |t appearsto ne that when we get in those
conmi ttee hearings that the thing looks |ike g rubber-stampin

thing and when these appointnments are nade we just sit there ancg;1
go along with them. The first tinme wereally had any great

difficulty, | think this year anyway, was with the confirmation
report on the Foster Care Review Board a week ago. Hereis a
situation where you have. . . this confirmtion we're talking about

today xs a situation where you have at the conmittee hearing one
erson come and testify in favor of this man and I'm not . sure
ow many, but it lasted for two and half hours, the opposition
testimony. It is difficult for me to understand how 45t sort
of testinony can result in a confirmation when you realize that

the people who are objecting are the people who are nost
affected by this confirmation, the people who have been involved
with the siting process, the countieswhere these are | ocated
and the districts where the opposition is coming fom, the
opposition is com ng fromthe counties, it is comng fromthe
counties that are going to be sited. What is the reason for

that sort of a confirmation when total objection fromthose
counties and from the people who are involved, the senators that
are representing those counties are saying no. qualified or not
qualified, "' m sure that Mr. Thorson has ot some
qualifications, but | think the issue here is, does he actuaﬂny
represent the people that he is supposed to represent or do they
perceive that he represents themas he gshould represent then?
And the testinony at the hearing was definitely against this
confirmation. Senator Schmit speaks about traumatic times. [gqf

me tell you, | know what those are. We've had  some of those
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