March 5, 1990

SENATOR ELMER: Thank you, M. President. As a menber of the
Nat ural Resources Committee, |' veheard various testinonies from
many, many people on the issues of |owlevel radioactive waste
di sposal site to be | ocated in Nebraska. Nebraska has a very
responsi ble position to hold ogyver the next 30 years on this
i ssue. We need the very best people we can possibl

represent Nebraska's interests. Those people have to %’e ounded
in scientific fact, be founded in goocPeducatlon in the |law and
have the interests of Nebraska at heart. |1 feel this
appointment fills every one of those very inportant qualiti es.

Dr. Thorson deserves to be confirnmed and should be our

representative as the cChairman of the conpact commission. e

can do no better. | know in the eyes of gsome individuals out
there who are adamantly opposed to Nebraska being the site for
| owlevel radioactive waste di sposal, t hat people wit h
qualifications based in scientific fact will pe unanimously
rejected, —and anyone else that would be appointed with thls
man's qualifications would al so have the ill will of those
per?gle who would destroyour siting process. | urge you as
ers of this Legislature, to act responsibly,

nd
the facts of the case and confirmthis inportant app0| ntrrent
that our Governor has made. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Mrrissey, please.

SENATCR MORRI SSEX: Thank you, Nr. President and nenbers, | rise
inopposition to the confirmation of Norm Thorson as our
representative on the conpact conmission and | nust say, first
of all, I amnot and never have been adamantly opposed to
responsibly handling our wastes in Nebraska. As a matter of
fact, in the last nonth or so, two nonths, |'ve been orkln
pretty hard to make sure everyth| ng is done and is be| ng dohe
that could preclude the possibility of a |jcense bei ng denied
when a facility is up and running, and in ny attenpts to do that
| have constantly been battling US Ecol ogy, the Departn"ent of

Environnmental Control and the conpact comm ssjon nd, i aI I
hinges on di sagreement of the way things are witten and t
things are interpreted. Bytl havenever oncein over a year

been invited to sit down and discuss this issue and get all
these discrepancies hammered out. Qvera year ago | brought up
questions on the conpact contract with “US Ecol ogy and the

profitability for US Ecology. | sent a copy of a contract to
the University of Nebraska and asked themto give it to their

most qualified person at the university to review and give
recomrendations. They sent it to a professor who teaches
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