Narch 5, 1990

Schmit.

SENATOR SCHNI T: Nr. President and nenbers, the Committee on
Nat ural Resources nmet relative to the appointnent of p; Norman
Thorson as a Nebraska representative to the Central [nterstate
Low Level Radioactive Waste Conmi ssion. Dr. Thorson was  fi rst

appointed in 1988 and is presentlyserving as the Chairman of

the Interstate Low Level Radioactive Waste Conmi ssion. He was

receded in that position by Nr. Dennis Grams wh s the
i rector of our Environmental control. You will recall , |

believe it was |ast session, we introduced a bill which allowed

sonmeone other than the Director of the Environmental Control
Commission to serve jn that position and the appointnent of
Dr. Thorson to that position was In response to that |egislative
activity. Dr. Thorson is a native of ny legislative district of
Wahoo, Nebraska, and the Needarea. He was born andraised in
that area. Hi sparents were farners in that area. pyjs mother
stil | resides there and his brothers, and | have known the
famly for many years. Dr. Thorson brings to the conm ssion a
fine l'evel of expertise. He brings to the comnission dedication
and devotion and | think, very frankly, he brings to the
commi ssion the kind of personality that is inportant in a job
which is frequently controversial. The committee had a series
of questions which we sent to Dr. Thorson relative to certain
activities and certain actions that were of sone concern to ys.
Dr. Thorson responded to those questions and | have made them
avail able to conmttee nembers. I'm willing to make them
avail able to anyone el se who wants them but | just want to say
at thi s.time t.hat we have gone through in Nebraska a very
traumatic period. | have said on this floor many times that
probably none of us at the time that we enbarked on this road
were awareof exactly where we were going. | have al so pointed
out to you that | accept responsibility for the lack ofS sgme
that information. We did, however, gccept what | consider to be
the responsible role. We di d that which wasmandated to us by
the Congress and we did it according to the tine table which was
mandated to us. The individuals, suchas Dr. Thorson, who have

been brought on board are sjnpply carrying out the mandates of
this legislature as directed by thé CongfesS. FEromtinme to time

this Legislature, the Governor of this gtate and others have
taken a certain amount of criticismfor our role in this
activity. It is a sort of a strange situation that none of this
criticism to nmy know edge, has extended back (g the Cmgress
which at first nmandated the programand |'m not suggesting that
it should. The Congress, | amsure, acted in what they thought
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