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themselves on whether bonuses are being awarded for political
loyalty as opposed to professional performance.

PRESIDENT: T h ank y ou . Mr . Cl e r k , we have a priority motion.

CLERK: Mr . Pr e si d en t , Senator Hannibal would move to refer
LR 258 to the Reference Committee for reference t o a St an d i n g

PRESIDENT: Senator Hannibal, please.

SENATOR HANNIBAL: Mr. President and members of the Legislature,
I made the motion because there could be two bodies of thought
o n the i ss u e . I h av e ha d . . .have heard f r om S enator M c F a r l a n d
that he believes that the resolution is important because,
according to the Attorney General ' s Op i n i on , the opinion is
quite ambiguous and maybe gives a lot of discretion to the. . . t o
the agencies of government or the Department of Personnel . I
d on' t hap p e n to agree with that. I happen to believe that the
Attorney General's Opinion does not give any discretion and says
that contrary to the...to the Tax Commissioner's o rig i n a l
thought of trying to keep the personnel files confidential with
regard to this and acting as the Tax Commissioner thought was
his duty, the Attorney General has said since that,with that
opinion, that, no, you would not be violation of those rights
that you have in order to disclose these things. I t h i n k t h a t ,
at the very least, whether you agr ee wi t h the more literal
reading of the Attorney General's Opinion or wh e t h er you
bel i e ve , as Sen at o r McFarland, that there could b e some
discretion involved h ere , t ha t r eg ar d l e ss o f w h i c h way y ou
believe, that this is not a resolution that is handled typically
as we handle resolutions on the floor without going t hrough a
committee process and that these types of issues, if they are to
be debated and if they are. ..if there is an issue involved, that
at the very least we ought to have it done, not on the floor of
the Legislature but that we ought to send it to the Executive
Board and go through the referencing process that we would for
any issues, any resolutions that would fall under this category,
which was a rule that we made some time ago. S o m y a r g ument is
that regardless of how you feel about the resolution, that if
there is, indeed, a question, that question ought to be r efe r r e d
to the Executive Board, referenced by the Executive Board t o a
committee of jurisdiction that they deem appropriate and that if
when that discussion t akes p l ace an d the question is not
resolved, comes back to the floor, then we can. . .we can add r e s s

Committee.
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