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resolution and the reason it's blatantly political, pecause of
the political games that have been played in the' Departnment of
Revenue with respect to how it responds to the Legislature. r
four years now | have been questioning a ot of the tax policies
that have been inplenmented in our state and when | go around

speak at various places and am asked to address these particul ar
tax issues, | don't find nmyself being opposed by SenatorVard
Johnson, who sponsored the issues. | don't find nyself being
opposed by CmAgra executives, who sponsoredthe issues. |

don't find nmyself being opposed by the Omaha Chamber of
Comrmerce, who were in support vf thesé issues. pNgreoften than

not, | find nysel f being opposed by the Tax Commissioner or gpe
of his assistants who comes in and during the day, \wnhen| trust
he has duties over at the Tax Conmmissioner's oOffice, comes in
and opposes me and talks before the various publlc service
organi zati ons and expounds the values of all of these particular

tax policies. To me, those are very political types of
statements and it makes me wonder if bonus payments are bel ng
paid within that departnent, how those bonus paynments are

del i vered. | was i nterested, you know, initially when the tgx
policies were passed, the Tax Oomn' ssioner, gt that time, was
going around the state saying, well, this is not a tax increase,

this'is just a little tolerance factor built in. gpeof the

editorialists commented that, gng just, that as a potential
senior candidate for the gyrmastlcs squad the State Tax

Conmi ssioner is recommended. He  says State Tax
Commi ssi oner's acrobatic skill in avoiding that the overall tax
increase, is imbedded in the 1987 O r adm nistration personal
income tax gains...or income tax changes i s of Ol ympi cs
proportions. Me_hav_e had continuing difficulty, not only I but
other senators within this Legislature, getting objective
i nformation from the Tax Commissioner. In 1988, we had a
speci al session of this Legislature in which there was a
know edge that there was a tax increase. | called one of the

people in the tax departnment and asked them what was the funding
and what was the extra amount of noney that had to be spent in

order to admi nistrate this whole tax increase program | tal ked
to a particular person in there who | was told had knowl edge of
how many enpl oyees and how nuch noney was pein spen This

person told me 60 full-time enployees were added, 40 part-time
enpl oyees, tenporary part-tine, gt a cost of 2.3 to

$2.6 nmillion. I said, well, I want Lo _get these numbers
accurate. Are yousure these afe accurate'? The person  said
yes.
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