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an average sort of vacancy sayi r‘)\% But in |arger agencies
there's al ways sone vacancy savi ngs ich could be utilized that

way and it's not terribly unusual that that would happen. o,
ot her occasions, there are specific budget requests  from very
smal | agencies that will permt themto do that. It's more
common, | suspect, that there is a reclassification gf g
position which al so recognizes a change in the job. Thatis not
infrequent at all and al nost automatic.

SENATOR GOCDRI CH: Thank you very mnuch.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Warner, please, followed by
Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WARNER: Well, Mr. President and menbers of the
Legislature, I have a motion on the desk to indefinitely
postpone the resolution, which | would just as soon take up.
Oh, if the amendment isready to take up, | will withhold the
kill notion until the anmendnent is disposed of, M. President.

PRESIDENT; Okay. Yes, we have not taken up the anendnent yet.
Ckay, now we are on the amendnent. Senator Wesely, did you wish
to speak about the amendment'? W' re on the anendnent. Okay
Senat or McFarl and, on the anmendnent. ’

SENATOR McFARLAND: Thank you ver much. The c"arl d
anendnent appears on pages 1139-40 o¥ t he Legislfgt Pve Mournafa.rB
| appreciate the request to withdraw the resol ution. | don't

think it's appropriate to withdrawit. We are establishing a
policy that has not been clearly established by the Legislature
and the fact that this matter may be resolvedand if the
information is going to be disclosed, does not mean that
somewhere down the |ine that the other Departnent of Labor or
another one would withhold the i nformation. | think it' s
appropriate in this circunstance we approve the resol ution}or
t he purpose of indicating what the Legislature's viewis on this

particular issue. I't seems to me that the issue of open
government in our state is sonething that we approved in Phe
Public Records Act. |t is inappropriate to w thhold information
about how public funds are spent. And there is no compul si on

right now, short of a lawsuit, for these departnment heads to
di sclose information upon request. Aand so if it happens in the

Department of Labor next time or the Departnment of Soci al
Services, there is nothing fromthe Legislature that ghows our

position on this issue. This is a blatantly political
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