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peopl e, who do not know what they're doing, to take in a foster
child. They must know what is entailed, they nust know what
ki nd of psychol ogical problens they mght run into. They must
have some kind of knowl edge ahead of time and not just say,
well, yes, fine, we' Il take this child, we" re going to get gyme
money to do it and so on, on that basis. So, |'mjust very

pl eased to support this amendnent, and would urge everyone else
todo so. Thankyou.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senat or Bernard-Stevens on the Smith
amendment.
SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Woul d Senator Smith yield tg g
guestion?

PRESI DENT: Senator Smth, please.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Senator Smith, I, too, favor the
amend_rrent. But you sai d sonething that caused me to have a
question, and that is, |,as you both, realize that there are
fewer and fewer nunber of foster’care parents out there. 1f
understand the amendnent correctly, apyfoster parent now, who
woul d have two or nore children fromdifierent fanpilies, under
the foster care program that they woul d have to have specific
training. |Is that correct?

SENATOR SM TH: | don't know that this is a provision of this or

not . But | can tell youthat they...that npumbers of those
peopl e are very supportive of this. | don't know whet her that' s
actual ly, you're seeing.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: | know that, but maybe I'm 1 ooking at
the wong one. But maybe |'mlooking at the wrong  one I'm

| ooki ng at AN2741, on page 1076, is that. on the Journal?
SENATOR SMITH:  Yes.

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Okay, and what it says is after the
effectlv_e date Of_ this act no license shall be i ssued pursuant
to this section, unless the applicants has become has
conpl eted the requnred hours of training in foster (4 ?
then above that, in the section, it tal ks about no person shal
furnish or offer to furnish child care for two or rore children
fromdifferent famlies. So |'mputting the two together and
saying, if | have two or nore children fromdifferent fa4i|ies
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