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need to have woul d range sonewhere between 12 to 24 nd
that woul d be based upon the requirenent by the lﬂ‘par?rren? of
Social Services. It would also require the Departnent of Soci al
Services to adopt and promrul gate rul es and regul ati ons regarding
the provision of training for foster care. And the kind of
training that we' re talking about here would include, but it
would not be linited to training in abused, peglected, dependent
and delinquent children. And it also would then authorize the
Department of Social Services to use departnment funds for the
recruitment and the training and the recognition of foster care
providers andvolunteers. A |ittle bit of the background about
why we feel this is so necessary, it comes from ;he fact that
there currently, as |'ve already nmentioned, is no training
requirement for a person to become a fgster paren We all
know, because particularly in the last few years W|th the issues
that have been brought to us about the extent of neglect, zphuse
and so on in the State of Nebraska, the concerns that we have
for the kinds of children that are being placed in foster care
situations. And those parents increasingly have a need for
understanding how to deal with those children gng their
problenms. There are other states that already require hijg
nurber of other states. So we feel that this would be heI pful
for Nebraska to adopt the same type of thing. |, fact, numbers
of people that are foster providers jn other stat es have
provided training i n Nebraska. | guess finally what

just say is that we, in the last few years’in Nebraska %avo
been | osing nore foster parents than we have picked up, gnd that
is becoming an increasing problemas we have increasing pumbers

of children that re falling into these situations. \we also
want ed to address the fact that ~we want as least number of
placements as we can for these children. If we have foster

parents who are trained as to howto deal with the kinds of
problems that these kids are experiencing, we feel that that

turnover and that replacenent rate will be mich lowered. ggq jp
the final analysis it really is the children who 4.e going to
benefit by this. | ask your support for the adoption of Wwhat
was originally LB 290 as an anendnent to this bill. If there
are questions, |I' Il try to answer them Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thank you. Senator Schel | peper, did you wish to

speak about the Smith amendnent ?

SENATOR SCHELLPEPER: Thank ou, Nr . Pres|dent and members
Yes, I'd like to ask Senator Smith a question, if | mght. '
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