March 2, 1990 LB 1222

SENATOR HARTNETT: Nr. President, nenbers of the body, 1'd like
to introduce this bill, the Foster Care Review bill. This is
kind of a tinme....l'"mgoing around again with an issue, | think
it's a good issue that we need to address within the state. |
think a handout has beelnzzpzrovided to you dealing with the

di fferent SeCtion'S of LB Section 1 prov_ides express
statutory authority for the State Foster Care Review to access

child protective services records on children in foster care
pl acement . Section 2, and Section 3 were deleted by the
conmi ttee amendnents. Section 4 provides that the State Foster
Care Review Board may participate in proceedings concernin
juvenile and foster care placenent, as provided in Section 11 o
this bill. Also, in Section 4 provides that witten findings or
recomrendation of State Foster Care Review are admi ssible jn
juvenil e court proceedings involving a juvenile in foster care
pl acement. Al so, this section provides nenbers of the state and
| ocal lpoards and thell r agents and en‘p| oyees partici pat| ng in
the...in an investigation of juveniles linmted i munity from

civil I|ab|||ty for other than mal i ci ous|y fal se statenents.
Section 5 redefines the term “"foster care placenent” in the

Foster Care Review Act to include children that are status
offenders in foster care. Section 6 provides authority for the
State Foster Care Review Board to contract for services as yell
as to employ people. Section 7 requires that the StateFoster
Care Revi ew Board adopt rules and regulations to deternine the
appropriateness of requesting a3 review hearing. Section 8
provides an early review of children in foster care placenent by
elimnating the requirement that review be schedul ed once gyery
six months after the first six nmonths of foster care review
Section 8 also requires that reports to the <court include a
finding as to whether there is a need for continued out-of -hone
pl acenent, and whether the current placenment s appropriate;
provides basic statutory authority to the Foster Review Board.
Section 9 provides the child. .. the right of the state board to
require records regarding the child in foster carefor any
public official or enployees of political subdivisions, gych as

school s. Section 10 provides that violation of . rules and
regul ations of the State Foster Review Board and confidentiality
requirenent will constitute a Cass |IIIl nisdenmeanor. And the
key provision is number Il, provides that courts revi ew of

di spositional orders of a court regarding a child in foster care
be made at |east once every six nonths, instead of once a year.
It requires that the reviewhearing in the foster care review
case be mede on record. Recommends t hat shall
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