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SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: ...to shoot the house and I know that
the person, that there was a person in the house, you' re saying
that there is no way by any stretch of the imagination that a
county attorney could stretch that into an assault, attempted
assault with a deadly weapon?

S ENATOR ABBOUD: Y e s .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: Okay, so I guess I'm back to where I
started, it seems to me that if we know the intent, we know the
intent was to hit the house that the person was at, and we ' r e
getting to the point now that we could then go to an assault
with a d e adl y weapon because we know the intent, that now a
felony char g e c ou l d b e d o n e . Now, with this bill, to me that
doesn't change anything because you still have to have absolute
intent before you could even, even before this language will go
into effect, and I guess I d on ' t see wh e re we' re i mp r ov i n g
things, though I understand the intent.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T i m e .

SENATOR BERNARD-STEVENS: A nd maybe when. . . S enato r A bboud c an , I
think he's after me, can go into some of those areas just a
little bit. Thank you.

S PEAKER BARRETT: T h ank y o u . Any other d i scus s i o n ? Senator
Abboud, d i d y o u w an t t o r es p ond? Your light is on next. Thank

SENATOR ABBOUD: Yes, Senator Barrett. I'm glad we' re having a
discussion about this hill. When you provide for an assault, an
individual ha s t o ha ve an intent to as sault t hat o t he r
individual and I think that is where t he p r o s e c u t o r s and the
c ourt s h ave had p rob l e ms , that there is no clear intent to
provide for that assault. When someone assaults.. . l e t ' s sa y I
walked ov er t o Sen at o r Bernard-Stevens and I take a swing at
him, there is clearly an intent on my part to do bodil y i n j u ry
t o S e n a to r St ev e n s . But when an individual, as st r ange as i t
may sound, when an individual fires a weapon which c an easi l y
kill any number of individuals within the household and they
fire that weapon, the weapon hits the h ouse, g oe s i n si d e the
house, br eak s t h e windows, comes perilously close to hitting
someone and injuring someone, then that individual no longer has
that type of...is no clear intent to do bodily injury to that
individual. So that would be in response to Senator Stevens and

you.
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