March 2, 1990 LB 880

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Chambers.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: M. Chairman and nenbers of the Legislature,
I"d like to ask Senator Chisek a question. genator Chizek, _the
Abill is...it covers a two-year period as far as appropri'ation,
219, 000 the first and 220 the next or vice versa?

SENATOR CHIZEK: 219,618 and 220,093 in '91-92, Senator, 70,000
in each fiscal vyear is for like support staff, pajli ff,
et cetera.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: So it's close to a half a million dollars.
SENATOR CHI ZEK: Cl ose only counts in horseshoes, Senator.

SENATOR CHAMBERS: But ...okay. M. Chairnman and nenbers of the
Legi slature, the two judges are planned for Douglas County,

on this bill, as | have done withother bills that relate to
judges, |' ve got to nake some comments gpout the quality of
justice or the lack of quality. There is racist, disparate
sentencing in Douglas County. There are judges whose decisions
reflect racism The sentences they hand down reflect racism
This was established by a study conducted by a group tp
studies courts, judges and the way they sentence people an |t

relates to a set of circumstances where you might have
codefendants and the black one gets a |onger sentence than the
white one, and the white one may serve no time at all. sgo when

you read statistics in the newspapers about the nunber of black
men who are | ocked up or on probation or on parole, much of it
is accounted for because of the disparate sentencing of judges
There are other factors that enter into it such g maki n
arrests for the offenses, but that is not directly to be | aid tc?
the judges. But | do have to mention that in the part of Ommha
known as West Omaha, there is considerable drug dealing.

Channel 7 flnaIIy did a story on it, and a|th0ugh there are nore
drugs dealt, a greater dollar vol ume ‘andor & drug users, the

percentage of drug arrests in Omha for the period (gyered was
2 percent, 2 percent drug arrests where the greatest anount of
drug abuseis occurring. They talk particularly about M !l ard
North  amd how this '|ady has a child who wants to attend that
school but she does not want her child to attend the school
because of t he anount of drug abuse. she nentioned that there
are houses on her street wheredrugs are sold and gnownt o be
sold but they arewhite people's houses and the doors aré not
ki cked down and the white people are not arrested. The white
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