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asking for jet airline service or anything of that kind from
western Nebraska, it would be nice to have, but that's not what
we're asking for. Al we want is a way to be able to fly from
western Nebraska back to eastern Nebraska, be able’to do a

nmeeting and go back the same day. Andwe can do that and
that's something that is extrenely inportant for the peop Ve t ASH
western Nebraska. I think that Senator Scofleld has got an
excel | ent idea here. And | t hink that

- settl the
authority, by Dbringingin possibly a consul ¥ant Pgol'ZI at our
situation here as to how this state can gddress the essenti al
air service, | think that we' re going to be well on the way to
acting on a situationyather than reacting, as Senator
Bernard-Stevens said. So many tinmes we're reactive. This time
we woul d be taking positive action. | think that this meets
their qualifications very well for a project that is ver
worthwhile for the State o Nebr aska. So | would cert ai n|y urgg

this body to advance 1184 and to support 5150 the A bili, so
that we can get going, so that in case we do have probl ens’ with
federal essential air service noney that re readg, in
Nebraska, to put in place our own system so that we can keep

alive essential air service. Thankyou, Mr. Speaker.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Senator Wehrbein, followed b
Senators Nel son, Smith anyd Di er ks. y

SENATOR WEHRBEIN: Yes, Mr. Speaker and members. Justa few
comrents, | guess, maybe observations. | wanted to ask senator
Scofield a question toward the end. But |I' ve been thinking

about public transportation in Nebraska, evenin eneral. And |

was interested in Senator Weihin.l's comments about the previous
characteristics of rail travel in Nebraska. 1' ve thought of
that, too, because 100 years ago already you could get on the
train just nearly anywhere in Nebraska. I'n historical

perspective, in ny own county, they said that 17 out of 18
precincts had rail transportation 100 years ago. As| remember
reading the story of J. Sterling Mdxrton, he was able to get on

the train in Nebraska City and go anywhere in the United States
at that time. One hundred years ago it was one of the ygays to
t he devel opnent of this country. So | guess | support this

concept of studying very nuch, of the |rrportance of learning the
value of what air service in Nebraska shoul d be, not only now,

but probably for the next century in Nebraska. | think we have
to ook nore and m)re closely at our public transportation
service, whether it' rail or, inthis case, airlines. And |
wi Il be discussing wth you more fully, in time, about the
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