
March 2, 19 9 0 LB 1019

gentlemen, we' ll move on to General File, LB 1019.

C LERK: Mr . Pr esi d e n t , LB 1019 wa s i n t r o d uced by Senator Rod
Johnson. (Read title.) The bill was introduced on January 8 of
this year, referred to the Government, Military a nd V e t e r a n s
Affairs Committee for hearing. The bill was advanced to General
File. I have no amendments to the bill, Mr. President.

P RESIDENT: T h ank y o u . Senator Rod Johnson.

SENATOR R. J O HNSON: Mr. President, members, LB 1019 i s m y
prio r i t y b i l l t h i s ses si o n a nd i s a b i l l desi gn e d to establish
an International Trade Division within the Department of
Economic Development which will help promote, I think, the State
of Nebraska, its products, its people, its industries, i t s
services and all of the...hopefully, it will capitalise on the
opportunities that are beginning to present t hemselves a s we
span the globe for economic opportunities.

PRESIDENT: Senator Johnson, (gavel), let's hold it down so we
can hear t he sp e akers, p l e a s e .

SENATOR R. JOHNSON: Mr. President, thank you. This idea is not
a new one by any means. I n fac t , Neb r a sk a has been i n t he
business o f i nternational t rade b ef o r e b ack in the late
seventies or early eighties. We did have an International Trade
Office in Frankfort, Germany, I believe. Unfortunately, thatoff i c e nev e r succ e eded, and when we started getting tight with
dollars, that office was then closed. But as we look at what is
happening around the world and particularly in eastern E uro p e ,
but not to devoid ourselves from what is also happening in the
eastern rimmed countries of the Far East, we see opportunities
that I think Nebraska should be capitalising on. W e are one o f
only seven states in the country that does not have some form of
international trade office or division working on international
t rade . Now t h er e are three basic areas that these offices
provide to their states and the first is, obviously, export
enhancement. They find or ho pefully will locate export
opportunities or trade opportunities that our c o mpanies i n
Nebraska or our f armers i n Nebr a s k a c urrent l y d o no t h a v e .
Secondly , t h e y al so seek t o s e c ur e r ev e r s e investments by
bringing investors to Nebraska to invest in our industries and
our businesses. And lastly, they also promote tourism in our
state, they try and promote the state's natural beauties and
attract people to come to their state. I ' ve handed out t o y o u a
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