March 1, 1990 LB 159

He said he didn't think it woul d. Now, Senator Chambers and |
had a brief discussion about the el even amendnents. | told him

I did not agree with all of them There were some, such as
striking the intent |anguage to the bill,which V¥10u"]dn't have
ave

changed the substance of the brll, | thought we m ght been
able to work through, and if you strike the intent |anguage, tﬁe
bill is still...the substance of the bill is still the sane.
That and sone other amendments would not have bothered e pyt
the other amendnents where you are striking major secti'ons of
the bill | did not agree with. We visited briefly on jt. Ny

expectation was to visit again at sone tine if it canme up. I

said, this particular proposal and thought did not occur to me
until after | heard today at eleven-thirty that 159 as not
going to advance. I just ask thecourtesy of suspen\gi ng the
rules, allow ng the anmendnment to come up as js, to adopt the
Athlete Agents Registration Act. I think if you have talked to
any of the people who advocated its passage, | think you see the
need for it. |t has been passed in a number of other st ates.
It has been effective in a nunber of other states, and you may
recall the recent publicity about Johnny Rogers, \nowas trying
to recruit, apparently recruit an athletein Houston,the
Hei sman Trophy winner of last year, and he apparently talked to
his mother at the Heisman Award cerenonies, and the State of
Texas has a bill simlar "tothis, not identical, but simlar,
and they were able to say this is not appropriate trying to talk
with an athlete if you are not registered in the State of Texas,

which Johnny Rogers and his associates were not registered in

Texas, and so they apparently fined him s | understand it

$10,000, or the company $10,000, to try to bring this whole
practice under sone kind of regulation and “control because it
has caused a | ot of athletes significant problens. They sign
with sports agents. They jeopardize their eligibility. They
end up losing a lot of money to some unscrupul ous,yery

unscrupul ous people. We have had that happen here in Nebraska.
We have come dangerously close to having some athletes |ose

their eligibility. I' think it is a good bill" and g have had
lots of people in support of it. |'d ask that you just suspend
the rules, consider the bill, and, you know, vote it up or down
on its merits at that time. | B 159 was not going anywhere, was
.going to be passedover. It seems to me that

. . . ﬁhis is an
appropriate way to use it to get sone good |egislation passed
that may not have been considered otherw se. Thank you.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. That was the closing and the question is
the suspension of the germaneness rule. Al| those in favor vote
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