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extrenely difficult. It is not a tremendous...but |jke why
would | come to the Legislature? | needed to nake extra rrone)é,
you know. It's an extrenely difficult process to go through the

court systemin our state and receive a judgnent for a victim of
an autonobil e accident or some other kind of. of action in our
state.

PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR ASHFORD: So | guess | brought with me that viewpoint,
as well as an understanding of she concerns of small business in
the insurance industry. | know we had the right conprom se. I

believe it was the best thing to do. |t just wasn't to be and

for that I'msorry, but.. . for the citizens of the state. = anpd,

hopefully, next year or years after we can | ook at this again
and come back wi th something that makes sense 5, 31| of us.

Thank you.

PRESI DENT: Senator Ashford, yowre the next light that is on,
if you would like...

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, M. President. | don't have

anything really further tg sav other than I I
woul d...did want to thank Senator yOonway for all E?s har(?uevsvsork

and for Senator Kristensen for working with the Bar Association
and coming up with the amendnents. I would add that the Bar
Association did put together a commttee that worked over the

sumrer to clear up sone of the problens that overnor had
and some others had with the ternminology in E(BJ 199 and tFle way

it worked. And that Bar Association conmttee was de u of
defense lawers and plaintiffs' |awers and the Bar R&om&i on,
itself, removed its opposition to LB 159 and | thought we had

made tremendous progress. Senator Conway and | were brutal
enemies when this thing started. W were absol utely opposed on
th*s issue and we sat down and with representatives, 44| said

of both industries, with representatives of the lawers, both
defense lawyers and plaintiffs' lawers, andwe had some pretty
strident sessions. And | learned, as | said before in ny
opening renmarks, | learned a | ot about the system | gained a
lot of respect for my friend, Senator Conway, and his ability to
see both sides of an issue. | just feel very badly that we %ave

this...after four years of work that we' re not going to have 4
vote on this issue because | think the citizens of the State

Nebraska are losers here and | think the process is a |oser.
But that doesn't mean that we can't cone back and that we \gn't
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