March 1, 1990 LB 159, 1178

year. | think Senator Conway and | were extrenely oncerned
with how both sides of this issue viewed it. \Wewere concerned

about how the insurance industry was |ooking at i, We were

concerned about how the business comunity was |ooking at It,
but we were al so concerned about how victins were treated ,pger

our tort law. And | think everyone was fairly. _that | ooked at

the bill would adnit to us that, yes, victins in a lot of cases

were unconpensated inNebraska and that we needed to adopt. e

needed to adopt a systemthat would conmpensate yictinms and  at

the same time protect the interest as best we could of all the
parties to a legal civil action. And we carved out a conpronise

which, quite frankly, could not have been written any more
fairly than what this conpromise. in the way this conpronm se

was written. If a plaintiff was negligent, his or her

negligence wa deducted from the awardthat he or she would

receive. There is no more.

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ...fair way that you can write a piece of
| egislation dealing with the tort law than that way. utl have
learned in this case and in the case of the NRA that all that
needs to happen is a few |letters need to go out giving broad
general i sations about the inpact of a piece of |egislation and
then that inpact translates into votes against these kinds of

measur es. Again, | would just say in conclusion that | respect
the insurance industry, | respect their views. | knowthey come
froma...their views cone fromyears and years of experience and
I certainly respected their views when we forged the conpromi se,

whi ch was LB 1178, and took their views into consideration when
we made that compromise. aAnd so | also respect thesmall

business community in this state and | have worked with them g,
many other gleasurehs and will continue to do so. | guess this
was just too big a change. i i

ask Jof thia gody or %f thle %ggsp?et Pg)lfstvr\]r%s étlfastte o}l(\)lgbrg]si%h t?
still believe absolutely, Si ncere|y that it was t he onl y fair
way, the best way to deal with thisextrenely conplex problem

Just because |awyers favored it, there was a |0t of gpposition

to it and that's unfortunate, because we, as |awyers,.. .| know
I" ve practiced law for 15 years and | know how phard it is to

get...
PRESIDENT: Time.

SENATOR ASHFORD: .nmoney for wvictinms in Nebraska. It's
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