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year. I think Senator Conway and I were extremely oncerned
with how both sides of this issue viewed it. We were concerned
about how the insurance industry was looking at i t . We wer e
concerned about how the business community was looking at it,
but we were also concerned about how victims were treated under
our tort law. And I think everyone was fairly. ..that looked at
the bill would admit to us that, yes, victims in a lot of cases
were uncompensated in Nebraska and that we needed to adopt. ..we
needed to adopt a system that would compensate v ictims and a t
the same time protect the interest as best we could of all the
parties to a legal civil action. And we carved out a compromise
which, quite frankly, could not have been written a ny mo r e
fairly than what this compromise...in the way this compromise
was written. If a p laintiff w as negligent, his o r her
n egl i gence w as d ed u c t e d from the aw ard that he or she would
receive. Ther e i s no m o r e .

. .

PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR ASHFORD: ...fair way that you can w rite a p iece o f
legislation dealing with the tort law than that way. B ut I h a v e
learned in this case and in the case of the NRA that all that
needs to happen is a few letters need to go out g i v i n g br oad
generalisations about the impact of a piece of legislation and
then that impact translates into votes against t hese k i n ds of
measures. A gain, I would just say in conclusion that I respect
the insurance industry, I respect their views. I know t hey c o me
from a...their views come from years and years o f ex p e r i e n ce a n d
I certainly respected their views when we forged the compromise,
which was LB 1178, and took their views into consideration when
we made that compromise. And so I also respect thesmall
business community in this state and I have worked with them on
many o t h e r mea s u r e s and will continue to do so. I guess t h i s
was just too big a change. I guess this was just t oo m uc h t o
ask of thia body or of the people of the State of Nebraska. I
st i l l b e l i e v e ab s o l u t e l y , sincerely that it was the only fair
way, the best way to deal with this extremely complex problem.
Just because lawyers favored it, there was a lot of opposition
to it and that's unfortunate, because we,as la wyers , . . . I k now
I' ve practiced law for 15 years and I know how hard it i s to
g et . . .

P RESIDENT: T i m e .

SENATOR ASHFORD: .money for victims i n Nebraska . I t ' s
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