March 1, 1990 LB 159, 1178

Proreformisn't just a buzz word for a group or an association

to earn fees and it's not the death knell for business and
certainly changing our |aws and determining fault isn't an
antibusiness attack. In fact, many tines businesses are the

ones who are the plaintiffs who are trying to sue for their
injuries and their danmages and our systemof justice isn't there

just to allow people to go intocourt to nmake noney. |t's a
peaceful way of settling our disputes. And | share Senator
Conway's frustration that LB 159 will not be a reality this
year. | would pull all of ny amendnments at this point. |"inink
that you will see conparative fault come again jn a different
form And it's one that you should welcone to cone. |t's not a
self-serving, sel f-doi ng organi zation of businesses and peopl e

and associ ations of lawers and so on trying to just change ipe
system for a system of change. Qur system of slight gross is
like an old car, 1t still gets us where Wwe want to go but it
doesn't get us there very well. |n fact, people are suffering
because of the slight gross systemand in a fewyears you ;)
see a change fromslight gross to comparative fault. ang with
that, | would yield myremaining timeto the gther co—spénsor,
Senator Ashford.

PRESI DENT: Senator Ashford, you have four nminutes left.

SENATOR ASHFORD: Thank you, Mr. President, and members, |
started out working on this subject |long before | was in the
Legislature, during the canpaign and then after | was el ected
and spent two years with Senator Conwey working on it and

forging a compromisewith the insurance jndustry and the
busi ness community to adopt a standard that would be fair to all

parties. And, as SenatorConway has rightly said, that was
LB 1178. And | remember distinctly my ‘conversations with

Farmers Mitual from Lincoln and we had a couple of ey heated
di scussi ons about how we were going to make this work and really
struggled with the issue. And we canme up with a conpronise
whi ch was the 49, 51 percent conpromise that was sort of the
centerpiece of LB 1178 and | remenber shaking hands with those
people at that time, feeling like we had really done some work
in a positive way for the State of Nebraska. Andl quess being
a freshman senator and being rather naive in the procgss | felt
and accepted that agreement and that understanding g4 being a
bi nding one. But | have learned a great |essonhere. ave
| earned a trenendous | esson and have gotten a great education In
how this process actually works, that each year is 5 pew game
and what was said the prior does not carry over to the next
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