March 1, 1990 LB 662

CLERK: 26 ayes, 0 nays, Mr. President, on adopt| on of Senat or
Scofi el d' s amendnent.

PRESI DENT: The Scofield amendment is adopted. Anything further
on the bill?

CLERK: M. President, Senator Labedz would nove to anmend the
bill.

PRESIDENT: Senator Labedz, please. [t's ny understanding that
Senator Labeds is on her way, but she wishes to withdraw the two

amendnents that she has, and we' Il verify that as soon as she
gets here. But isthere anything else, M. erk?

CLERK: | have nothing further on the bill, M. President.
PRESIDENT: Okay . On the advancenment of +the bill, Senator
Scofield.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Thank you, M. President and nenbers. I
t hi nk what you have put in place today is a hjstoric pi ece of

| egi sl ation. It creates a structure that we have needed in

state government for a long time, if we're ever going to
effectively serve children and fam |ies across the state, gndif
we' re ever going to truly 50in in a partnership with comuAid Es
across the state to address sone of their problems. |don't
need to go into a long dissertation on this floor th any of

you about the arrayof problens that we see out there andthe

commtment jf this Legislature to addressing those. | think b
putting this structure in place and the process that we put P/n
place is perhaps nmore inportant, in terns of etting to the

bottom of some of the problems and really working with
comuni ties and perhaps anything el se we can possi vay 0.7 It is
a nodestly priced piece of legislation, | think, for what we can
expect to havehappen. W can address Senator Schmit's concerns

about a programthat could grow, and grow, and grow, because _ jf
the thing doesn'twrk, frankly, then it's back to the draw ng

board. |'mnnot here to tell you that this is the ¢ipal piece.
We've been working on this issue now for al nost tahree years.
Peopl e have been working on these issues since 1974. | think
this Legislature can feel good about taking one of the first
steps towards addressing those issues. Butl' Il bet, given the
nature of the number of agencies involved and the nature of
vel | - neani ng people on all sides of a4 jssue who care about
kids, that we will continue to see sone points of di sagreerrenlf.
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