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PRESIDENT: One minute.

SENATOR SCOFIELD: ...I have no intention of just throwing more
money at this problem. It seems to me that...well, one of the
reasons I got interested in this area was I looked at the child
abuse statistics and wha't was being r equested b y agen c i e s to
fight that. There isn't any way that we can just keep throwing
money at these programs. What we do has to pr od u ce r e su l t s .
And we don't have anything in there right now that has the kind
of evaluation component that we envision here to see i f we ' r e
getting our money's worth. The other purpose of this would also
be to identify what funds are out there now being spent that
might possibly be reallocated that would more effectively
address the problems that you and I are both concerned about.

SENATOR SCHNIT : We l l , thank you, Senator. I was luke warm
about the project, I'm still not committed yet totally. But i n
view of your last explanation,I think that you do have a very
legitimate objective, because there is undoubtedly a substantial
amount of money which is being expended today which ap p a r e n t l y
is not accomplishing the goal which this Legislature,a nd I ' m
sure which the Governor and other agencies w ould like to se e
accompli shed .

P RESIDENT: Ti m e .

SENATOR SCHNIT: And so maybe we can accomplish some good. I 'm
going to go along with you at least for a while, Senator. Thank
you very much for your explanation.

P RESIDENT: Th a n k y o u . Senator Scofield, would you like to

SENATOR SCOFIELD: Yes, I would, because Senator Schmit has
touched on a topic near and dear to my heart and it's been t h e
bottom line driving this from day one. That is when we started
looking at children and family services i n Neb r a s k a we
discovered t r emendous fragmentation of services. Nuch o f t h e
money that came into those is driven by virtue of w hat f ede r a l
source it comes from, some of it will go to one agency, some of
it will go to another. There has ne ver seem ed to m e t o b e
sufficient communication and collaboration among agencies. And
that is one of the reasons why we' ve put into place this kind of
mechanism that requires that agencies sign off on this, s o t ha t
they are in fact strongly encouraged to communicate with each

close' ?

10176


