March 1, 1990 LB 662

PRESI DENT: One m nute.

SENATOR SCOFI ELD: ...l have no intention of just throw ng nore
money at this problem It seems to ne that.  well. one of the
reasons | got interested in this area was | |ooked at the child

abuse statistics and wha't was bei ng requested . b agencies . to
fight that. There isn't any way that we can jusY keep throw ng
noney at these prograns. What we do has tg produce results.
And we don't have anything in there right now that has the kind
of evaluation conponent that we envision here to gee if we're
etting our noney's worth. The other purpose of this would al so
e to identify what funds are out there now being spent that

mght possibly be reallocated that would nmore effectively
address the problens that you and | are both concerned about.

SENATOR SCHNIT: Well, thank you, Senator. I was | uke warm
about the project, I"'mstill not committed yet totally. pgut in

view of your last explanation,| think that you do have a very
legiti mate objective, because there is undoubtedly a substantia

amount of noney which is being expended today which apparently
is not acconplishing the goal which this Legislature,gnd I'm
sure which the Governor and other agencies would |like to see
accomplished.

PRESIDENT: Time.
SENATOR SCHNI T: And so maybe we can acconplish sonme good. I'm

going to go along with you at |east for a while, Senator. Thank
you very much for your explanation.

PRESIDENT: Thankyou. Senator Scofield, would you Ilike to
close'?
SENATOR SCOFIELD: Yes, | woul d, because Senator Schnit has

touched on a topic near and dear to nmy heart and it'S pgen the
bottom I ine driving this fromday one. That is when we started
| ooking at children and famly services in Nebraska we

discovered tremendous fragnmentation of services. Nuch of the
money that came into those i's driven by virtue of \yhat federal

source it comesfrom sonme of it will go to one agency, some of
it will go to another.  There has never seemed to me to be
sufficient communication and col | aboration anong agencies. = 5
that is one of the reasons why we' ve put into place this kind 0o
mechani smthat requires that agencies sign off on this, so that
they are in fact strongly encouraged to conmunicate wth each
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