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because I think that is extremely critical. T he unive r s i t y has ,
by virtue of its location, the ability to access some of the
best evaluators across the state. And this evaluation process
is critical to the entire bill. Typically, agencies are not
monitored or programs evaluated in any degree of detail, s o w edon' t k now sometimes how much good we' re doing. That ' s n o t t o
be critical of any of the processes we have. I t ' s j u st that
when yo u ha ve a l o t of agencies and a lot of programs all
working out there on some times at cross-purposes i t ' s a wful l y
hard to really get a good look at evaluation. We, obvious l y , do
not have a lot money out there, so we need to be careful to know
whether a pr og r am that we fund is actually accomplishing the
o bject i v e s t h a t w e s a y i t wi l l , and accomplishing the objectives
of the Family Policy Act. A nd I want this to be mor e t h an
rhetoric. We worked on this a long time. I don't want to have
to go out and say, well, we th in k t h i s wi l l work. We wan t t o
know. And so we want to know if this is really making a
d i f f e r e nc e i n t h e l i ve s of chi l d re n and f ami l i e s , and q u i t e
frankly, if it isn' t,we shouldn't be funding it. A nd so t h a t
is the attitude that I take into this. Final l y , w e cl a r i f y t he
role of the center with respect to training. There w as, a g a i n ,
some enlightenment as a result of the discussions that w e h e l d
with people about who's going to train what. There was a
question about, well, you mean you' re going to give t he cen t er
everyth i ng ? No , we ' r e not. T he training that is currently
going on through agencies and so forth will continue to go on.
The a mendment sp ecifically says that the c enter i s t o
collaborate with community based providers, educational agencies
and so on to carry out the training. The phi l o s ophy h as been
and always will be the purpose of this is to train trainers.
Where we have experienced and trained people out t here i n t h e
f i e l d t o do t r a i n i ng , we want to use them. We don't want to
reinvent the wheel. The c e n t er i s ch ar ged wit h t h e
r esponsi b i l i t y o f finding those people and working with them.
And I would see people working with such varied groups as t h e
Extension S e rv i c e , social workers, technical community colleges,
state colleges, wherever there are resources, it's their job to
go out and find them and to work with them and to make s ure t h a t
they are employed in the training process. In the middle sheet
is the diagram that illustrates how training would be done under
662 and what the center would do. Their first task would be,
after this bill passes, is t i w ork on t h e me ch a n i c s o f t he
application process and provide technical assis t anc e t o
communities making grant applications upon r equest. I thin k
sometimes a community is pretty good at identifying problems
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