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Karen Stevens, will staff, as chief staff person, the conm ssion
and be responsible to tha conmission. Senator Wesely is going
to bring up a suggestion on this later. Karen Stevens wi |l not,
100 percent, sign off on this. Karen Stevens would prefer not
to have a commi ssion. She and | met together and di scussed
that, and | agreed that | s~w the cunbersomeness gf that

perhaps, from her point of view, givenwhere she is right now
But upon taking this back to interested comrunity groups gang
sone of these other advocacy groups, they felt that the
commi ssion was a key piece in making this ngle process work.
They want the commi ssion left in. Karen has been on vacation

f(_)r sone time and is still going to pe on vacation for some
time. And | guess | feel like right nowthat we cannot
accommodat e her wi shes. And I'mnot convinced that it's the

wi sest thing to do anyway. W further clarify in this amendnment
the role of the center and the comm ssion with respect to
eval uation. And you can take a | ook at that page 2, or page 3
on your handout, under eval uation. When we had the negotiating
meeting, one of the things that | was able to understang better
was t hat people were defining evaluation differently, depenél ng
on what their perspective was. The center was seeing jt as
evaluating the policy environnment, fine-tuningprograns and so
on. And the issues that were being raised by (3r01 sStitt and
the Voices for Children representatives andothers, they were
looking at evaluation ppre as a auditing and monitori ng
procedure. And that made perfect gsense to me, and we can
accommodate that. So, under the amendnent, we put , under the
conmmi ssion, their role is to audit and nonitor this project to
see how many clients the programis serving, has the program g,

service expended funds wi sely. And the Center for Community,
Fam |ies and Law, at UN-L, takes a look at our prevention and
early intervention services now avail able and accessible to

communities, are famlies receiving services, and how satisfied
are clients with the programyor the service, and have the
progranms or services had an effect on children's safety, and are
children safe who remain in the hones, are children” safe who
remain in the homes, are children safe who have been renoved

from the homes? S o jt more carefully djvide out 0 i

responsi bl e for evaluation and what Ki ndg otJ eval uation vv\\/fqll B
required. So the conm ssion does the auditing or monitoring,
which is perfectly appropriatefor a group |ike that, and they

al so have the authority to evaluate the center, which was a

concern, a legitimate concern that people rajsed. The
conmi ssion can contract to have this eval uation done. And
finall y,....Let me just say one nore thing about eval uation,
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