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is the reconsideration of the Beck amendment. N r. C l e r k .

CLERK: (Roll call vote read. See page 1073 of the Legislative
J ournal . ) 21 ayes , 7 nay s, Nr . P resi de n t , on t he

PRESIDENT: The amendment fails. The motion fails. Do you have
something else, Nr. Clerk? The call is raised.

CLERK: I have nothing further on the bill, Nr. President.

PRESIDENT: Okay. Senator Rod Johnson, please.

SENATOR R. J OHNSON: Nr. P r e s i d e n t , I t h i nk w e' r e f i n a l l y b ack
to the bill as it was.. .as h a s been ame n ded and, ho p e f u ll y ,
we' l l pu t this issue out of its misery here shortly. But I
would like to see the bill advance today. I don ' t kn o w how many
o f you h ave had a c h a nce t o re a d t h e story t h a t wa s ru n about
groundwater contamination due to landfills that were studied by
the DEC, but I' ve got a copy here I would like you t o l oo k at
and I t h i nk i t ' s t h e tip of the iceberg of what's going to
happen as more o f t h e se sites are studied. They st ud i ed on l y
five of the 106 sites across the state that they have. . . t ha t t he
DEC h as i d en t i f i ed as h aving potential gr oundwater
contamination. They only studied five of t hose a n d t h r e e of
those were...I think scared the heck out of some folks when they
t ook . . . h a d a ch an ce to take a look at the Cozad site and the
Wahoo sites, in particular. T here w as som e v ery h i g h
concentrations of contaminants in the groundwater i n t h o s e
areas. Fo r t u n at e l y , n one o f t h o se wer e . . . t h o s e contamination
a reas w e r e ne ar m u n i c i p a l d r i n k i n g w e l l s b u t i t p r ov e s a po i n t
that there is a potential out there for some substantial
contamination problems due to landfills, basically because for
many years we have h ad n o r eg u l at i on s , no instructions, no
d i rec t i o n t o ou r so l i d was t e d i s p o sa l i n t h i s st at e . A nd th i s
bill doesn't necessarily solve all the problems and I have heard
a lot of folks get up and say, golly, I wish this bill would do
this or we' ve got a problem over here we' re not addressing. I
admit that. I mean, heck, we' re trying to do the best we c an
with an i n i t i a l p r og r am here and I'm s ure if this bill is
eventually passed and signed by t he G o v e r n or , and go es into
operation, that we will be able to begin to identify the waste
stream, as Senator Norrissey has talked about, we' l l b e a b le to
better identify what potential areas of revenue generation that
we can find to help support the program. All of those things
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