February 28, 1990 LB 315

Senator Wesely on deck.

SENATOR COORDSEN: Thank you,M . Speaker, and menbers of the
body. | amtrying to puzzle through the amendnent a little bit.
| understand what Senator Wsely s attempting to acconplish
with this, but | have a real problemon the floor of the

Legislature trying to visualize in ny mind how this inpacts {pe

rest of the unemploynment conpensation statutes with the
qualifications for unenploynent and the djsqualifications from

unenpl oyment . I think that Senator Wesely has an idea that
needs to be addressedby this body. | think perhaps a better
vehicle m ght be to introduce a bill to do this, go through the

hearing process, and allow the input of all of those involved as
to how that would inpact the total situation of unenpl oynent. |
amalwaysa little bit reluctant to comeup \jth a new idea,
given the rel ationship between the federal guidelines, gigte law
in statute, and that we are not, in fact, pjght face the danger
of causing sonebody to | ose some conpensation. so while | night
support this type of thing in another arena and another time,~
can't today. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Wesely.

SENATOR WESELY: Mr. Speaker, | can understand, since this
concept has just been hastily drafted and shared with Senator
Hefner and Senator Coordsen and others, your reluctance. I
think maybe the better course would be for mMe tg do this, to
suggest that if we do proceed with the Hefner anendment, that we
then ook at working on this amendment to it, becausein

fairness, in fairness, it is not right to expect these
individuals to have the resources to payfor the treatment
progranms that you are suggesting that they go into. It is nice

and it is wonderful that we have that option for themto get in

a treatment programand nmaintain their unenmpl oynent benefit s
but there sinmply aretoo few people thatnganyafford tehe# ur,

five, six thousand dollar cost involved. So what | think may be
the course is this, | will probably yote against the Hefner
anendnent just because of that concern. |f it is adopted, and |
know we are taking a ot of time on this bill,| think the

better thing to do would be to work with Senator Hefner _ and
Senat or Coordsen and see about further anmendnent on SeFect Fi Fe.

But | warn you that | think it is simply unfair to proceed
without this sort of concept being incorporated jpnto the

amendments you are contenplating at this time. So |l will
wi thdraw this anendnent at this tinme, M. Speaker.
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