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SENATORWESELY: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, penbers. The amendnent
deals with a problem| have related to you earlier dealing wth
the matter of those individuals who are enployed, |gse
employment due to a drug problem then |ose unenploynent
conpensation benefits unless they go into g3 treatment program
but do not have the ability to pay for a treatnent program  how
do we deal with that probl em ? anmendnent says t he lo

these benefits shall not occur W the enpl oyer” does not provi 8e
heal th insurance coverage for treatnent for the enployee, 4y iphe
enpl oyer does not provide funding to pay for such treatment

the enpl oyee. Wat we are trying to do there is to recognize
that there are individuals out there emplo not covered
health insurance - or in a situation where E/he enpl oyer, if they
don't have health jnsurance, will not provide the cost of
treatment for that enployee, and if that is th~ situation, what
is thi s individual to do'? They |ose their job, they lose their

i ncone. They are usually i'ndividuals w t hout wealth, without
savings to pay for the four, five, six thousand dollar cost of
t reat ment. How does this individual get into a treatment

program? The only way | can see is to have some insurance
coverage or to have the enployer pay for that in those
circunstances. | offer this as g friendly amendment to deal
with that particular problem otherwi se you have a neasure that
does not recognize the real world out there and the cost of
providing treatnment. So | would ask for the adoption of the
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank you. Di scussion?' Senator Hefner
Senator Chambers next. '

SENATOR HEFNER: Mr. President, and nenbers of the body’

to oppose the Wesely arrendrrent This is a new pollcy and I
don't know whether we are ready for this or

wondering what would happen if an enpl oyee was ca}jght steal i ng

Would the employer have to pay to have him go o
rehabilitation school on that? I think we are gomgallttle
bit too far. | don't know what the cost of aprogram |like iuig

woul d be, and unenpl oynent conpensation benefits are given en
a person loses his or her job through no fault of their own, guq
this enpl oyee knows when he is caught using illegal drugs that
it is his own fault. So | would urge you to vote against this
amendment.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Senator Chambers.
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