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that when it comes t o t h i s , " af fec t s the employment
r ela t i o n sh ip " i dea , it would be changed so that the person' s
ability to do the job would have to be a ffected. I 'm not
touching the part about an unlawful refusal to take a test. I 'm
not affecting the part that talks about the use or possession of
illegal drugs at the work site. I'm talking about a person who
may have used drugs of f the work site and nothing i n t he
person's conduct is inimical to that person, inimical to that
person doing their job. And I think that this amendment to the
Hefner amendment would bring a modicum of fairness. I would n o t
have quite as much concern but I'm still distressed with all of
the politicians who are jumping on the drug hobby horse. Where
were they before Jesse Jackson, during his run for president,
informed the country that there was a drug problem? Then t he
guy f rom Nassachusetts, well, b oth o f t hem we re f rom
Nassachusetts, I think, they both decided to pretend t o b e so
concerned about drugs all of a sudden, then in the trickle down
theory it hit state officials and local officials and t hey al l
suddenly are conce r n ed about drugs. I think it's one of the
worst things that has happened to this society because t he
c arelessness w it h which l eg i sl at i on i s drafted, the lack of
focus, the attack against civil liberties m akes t h i s appr o a c h
one that no r esponsible politician should take. W ho in h e r e
k nows anyth ing about d r u g s , other t h an t he alcohol that is
consumed at al'1 of the affairs practically that the senators ar e
invited to'? You all don't want to put a moderate tax increase
on alcohol for treatment -but you want to fire s omebody and de n y
them unemployment benefits because they' ve chosen a drug other
than yours. You have defined the drugs that are i nv o l v e d and
they' re on the schedule of controlled substances, n ot a l c o h o l ,
not alcohol, because that very com pany t ha t would fire the
employee is going to invite all of you all to a function and
serve you alcohol and you' re going to go there and you' re going
to drink it, and you' re going to get silly and you' re going to
get tipsy, and some of you are going to drive and some are going
to be caught by the law driving under the influence. A nd t h e n
you a re go i ng t o come here and you' re going to elevate your
moral s t a n d a rds above e verybody e l se ' s . I g e t accu s e d o f
speeding. Lately, people who work in this Legislature have been
talked to by t heir employers and some instructors about my
driving like a grandfather because they always pass me going to
and coming from the Legislature. When I fight these tickets,
it's to compel the law to use the proper methods in catching
somebody. Bu t I w i l l t e l l y ou some t h i n g e lse I d i d . I
supported Senator Hall's effort and I put f orth the effort

10048


