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I think Senator Bernard-Stevens has brought a bill that will
assist employers not only of large companies but of smaller
businesses into a procedure on how to do it. The a mendments
t hat w e r e add e d we r e a lso ve r y mu c h agr e e d upon b y t he
committee. There were additional amendments that were a p o i n t
of contention. The controversial amendments are not before us
at this point in time. I think it's appropriate for t hi s bod y
t o l ook at LB 1062 . We h a v e c ompanies i n S e n a t o r
Scofield's...she isn't around here, maybe I ca n get awa y with
saying someplace outside of Omaha and Lincoln, but we have some
companies in central Nebraska who, because of productivity, have
gone to random drug testing. These ar e n ' t maj or , major
corporations but, quite frankly, they were suffering some loss
of productivity and they have done random testing and they found
major problems within their own company. They need d i r ec t i on .
They need some clarification on due process procedures. I t h i n k
t hat LB 10 6 2 p r ov i d e s that for them. T h is is a bill which I
think that we should look at seriously. I kno w S en a t o r
Bernard-Stevens ' su r p r i se that probably struck him yesterday
when he re a l i z e d h i s p r i o r i t y b i l l mi gh t take a metamorphosis
and evolve into another bill but I do think he has a bill that
is worthy of our consideration and discussion. I do think there
is additional amendments which will be coming that we should
look at a li ttle closer. But, certainly, I would lend my
support to LB 1062 as a member of the committee. Thank you.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Thank y o u. Senat o r Hefner, followed by

SENATOR HEFNER: Nr. President and members of the body, I think
that this amendment is a good amendment. I think it adds to the
amendment that I presented. And the reason that I presented my
amendment to this bill, because I felt that we had to take at
least a small step this year in trying t o p r ov i d e f or a
drug- f r ee w ork p l a c e in Nebraska. And I realize that maybe I
didn't go into the testing procedures as far as I sh o u ld h av e
but, Senator Bernard-Stevens, I think that your bill addresses a
lot of the problems that we have there. B ut, y es , e mployers d o
provide work for a lot of people and I do not think that when an
employee is convicted of illegal drugs, the use of illegal
drugs, that we should use unemployment compensation to pay them.
But Senator Coordsen has provided another fund that we can use,
so we' re not denying those employees those benefits and I th ink
this is a plus. So I'm going to work for. ..or I'm going to vote
for Senator Hall's amendment w hich i s . . . wh i c h i s t h e b i l l ,

Senator Be rnard - S t evens .
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