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continue if they went into a drug treatnment program Now,
here's ~the problem. = That sounds good am it recognizes
sonet hi ng that we would all feel is a more ositxve approach
than origi nal amendment which said if an ino}i)vi dual had a drug
problem could be fired fromtheir job and then not receive gny
unenpl oyment conpensation, vyery punitive approach. Thisis a
little nmore positive in the sense that we encourage sorreboay to
take drug treatment, thus retaining their unenpl oyment
conpensati on benefits. Here is the probl em In the Health
Conmittee we have |egislation pending dealing with Nedicaid to
cover...one of the fewthings we don't cover in Medicaid is drug
and al cohol treatnent for inpatients and we find that the very
poor anpbngst us, the very poorest anmpngst us do not get coveragé
under Medicaid for this need. |n addition, insurance coverage
for drug and al cohol treatment has been cut back, ery severel
curtailed in a nunber of areas and in other areas %ecause of t?\ey
cost sinply not provided. So there are many individuals out
there in the private sector working that don't have drug and
al cohol treatment provisions ynder their insurance and then
there are others just sinply in that category that fall petween
those with the workingpoor, we call them that are out there
that don't qualify for Medicaid and don't have ‘'this penefit
level that they would hopefully have a wage |evel that they
could afford to have this drug and al cohol treatment. gp here
is the problem What are wegoing to do with those individuals,
which is the vast nmpjority of Nebraskans, that have a situation
cone up and they sinply could not afford to have the sort of
treatnment that costs in thisstate, four, five or $6,000. Now
we hope very few people have drug problems and we hope inat we
have an ability to deal with those drug problens, but let' s
recogni ze the problemthat financially these | ndividuals have,
having that problemcone to the forefront, having the enpl oyer
fire them from their job and having them still retain
unenpl oyment conp benefits, as |ow as they are, howdo they
afford to pay for the treatment progran? How do they afford to
deal with the problemthat they' ve ot? And that is the
question | want to raise and |' |l get bac to it, but | saw
Senat or Chi zek wanted to take some of ny time so let me give the
rest of my time to Senator Chizek and then | hope to come back
and readdress this issue.

SPEAKER BARRETT: Two and a half m nutes, Senator.

SENATOR CHI ZEK: | have a question of Senator Hefner.
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