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continue if they went into a drug treatment program. Now,here's t h e prob l e m. That s o unds goo d a nd it reco gnizes
something that we would all feel is a more pos i t x ve app r o ach
than original amendment which said if an individual had a drug
problem, could be fired from their job and then not receive any
unemployment compensation, very punit ive approach. T his i s a
little more positive in the sense that we encourage somebody to
take drug treatment, thus retaining their unemployment
compensation benefits. Here is the problem. In the Health
Committee we have legislation pending dealing with Nedicaid to
cover...one of the few things we don't cover in Medicaid is drug
and alcohol treatment for inpatients and we find that the v er y
poor amongst us, the very poorest amongst us do not get coverage
under Medicaid for this need. In addition, insurance coverage
for drug and alcohol treatment has been cut back, v ery s e v e r e l y
curtailed in a number of areas and in other areas because of the
cost simply not provided. So there are many individuals out
there in the private sector working that don't have dr u g and
alcohol treatment provisions under their insurance and then
there are others just simply in that category that fall between
those with the working poor, we call them, that are out there
that don't qualify for Medicaid and don' t have 'this benefit
level that they would hopefully have a wage level that they
could afford to have this drug and alcohol treatment. So h e r e
is the problem. What are we going to do with those individuals,
which is the vast majority of Nebraskans, that have a situation
come up and they simply could not afford to have t h e sor t of
treatment that costs in thisstate, four, five or $6,000. Now
we hope very few people have drug problems and we hope t hat we
have an ability to deal with those drug problems, but let' s
recognize the problem that financially these individuals have,
having that problem come to the forefront, having the employer
fire them from their job and having them st ill retain
unemployment comp benefits, as l o w as th e y ar e , ho w do t h e y
afford to pay for the treatment program? How do they afford to
deal with the problem that they' ve got ? And that is the
question I want to raise and I' ll get back to it, but I sa w
Senator Chizek wanted to take some of my time so let me give the
rest of my time to Senator Chizek and then I hope to come back

SPEAKER BARRETT: Two and a half minutes, Senator.

SENATOR CHIZEK: I have a question of Senator Hefner.

and readdress thi s i s s ue .
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