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there has not been a raid on the trust fund. Now that could
l eave two possible answersto that. (ne js, js that possibly
too much is being paid in, which could very likely be the (;5¢e
but another is, is that people don't qualify to receive tﬁosé
benefits because if you look at sone of the other handouts ipat
you received over the years or if you |ook at some of the
testinmony that was presented to the commi'ttee when this bill was
presented, Nebraska is the nost difficult state to qualify ¢q;
unenpl oynent benefits in the country by over 120,000 percent.
If you look at the bar graph and there’is usually g r raph
that is handed out at the hearing, Nebraska is at kt)ﬁe t%p and
the bar graph goes clear off to the right side of the page gpg
nobody else comes close in terms of rejecting folks for
unenployment. In Nebraska you can go back o your |ast, not
just the last job that you had, but the previous job before that
and we nmake it extrenely difficult for individuals who need this
help to even qualif¥, not to nention the fact that the anmpunt
that they are eligible for in terms of the maxi mim 5mount once
they qualify, is at the bottom end of the scale across the
country. Now sone of the things Senator Coordsen says are right
on. | mean, he has done a verly good job of explaining some of
the problenms that have befallen unenploynment funds across the
country.  There clearly have been cases, for example,. in
Illinois, in |owa and other states muchfarther away rt.'Wat have
bankrupted those funds because of some of the benefits
that...and I would even use the term exorbitant benefits that
some of themallow for.  This proposal that Senator Lindsay
offers is not an exorbitant benefit. |t doesn't even come cl ose

to that and when you conpound that with the eIigibiI'_}
requirenents that we place on any recipient that has to qua|| ¥/

in the State of Nebraska, there is no way that those individuals
are going to make araid on the Unenployment Trust Fund. |t yoy
l ook just at the growth that has taken place in the fund, gart
of it probably has to do with good managenent, | clearly would
give that to the Departnent of Labor. Byt another part has to
do with the fact that those funds aren't bei ng expended and they
clearly aren't being expended at a |evel that by any nmeans woul d
encour age soneone to stay on unenpl oynent. Thatis never the
case and Senator Crosby clearly pointed out that it is
approximately 13 weeks at which the average person yses
unenpl oyment . They do it basically till they can find another
job and then they get off of it because there is no penpefit in
staying on it. It does not pay the bills.whatwe need to do
is make sure, through the Lindsay gnendnent to the committee
amendments, is that we bring that unenploynent level up to a
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